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PREFACE 

TO THE READER. 

YOU'LL mind, probably, what 
Shaftcfbury fays, upon this fpc- 
cies of writing, more than any thing I 
could urge on the fame fubjeft, there- 
fore I fhall give you his fentimcnts of 
the matter, here, and referve my own 
thoughts about it, to be thrown into 
fome part or other of the following 
work. * 

" Peace be with the foul of that cha- 

" ritable and courteous author,** fays he, 

** whoforthecommonbencfitof hisfel- 

a 3 •* low- 



^ low-labourers, introdxKcd the ingeni-- 
** ous way of mifcellaneous writing ! It 
" mull: be owned that fince this happy 
** method has been eft^blifhed, the 
** harveft of wit has been more plcnti- 
^^ fill, and the hufbandmen more in- 
- " number, than heretofore. 

^ *Tis well known to the able*prac- 
•* titioners in the writing art, that as > 
" eafy as it may be to conceive wit, . 
*' *twas the hardeft thing imaginable to 
•• be fafely delivered of it : for nothing 
" could be more feyere or rigid, than 
" the conditions formerly prefcribed 
" to authors, when criticifm domi-i 
" neered, and regularity and order 
" were thought eflcntial to a treatife. 

** The 
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" The notion of ^ genuine work, f 
" juft and legitim/ite piece, has ^:ertain- 
** ly been the occafion of great tiniidity 
^^ and backwardnefs, among the adven- 
^ turers in wit ; and the impofition of 
" fuch ftrift laws and wales of cQmpp- 
•* fition has hitherto fat heavy on the 
" free fpirits an(} forward genius's of 
" mankind. .'Twas a yoke, it feems, 
*' which our Forefathers fubmitted to, 
^* but which we, for our, parts, have 
^ liberdly thrown off. 

" In fine, the invidious diftinftions, 
*' of bajiardy and legitimacy^ being at 
" length removed, the natural and 
'* lawful iflTu^ of the brair> come now 
** with equal advs^ntage into the wprl^; 
^ and.wir, njfne wit, is wc}l received, 
a 4. ^ without 
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•* without examination of the kind, of 
*^ cenfure of the form. 

" This the mifcellaneous manner of 
*• writing, it muft be owned, has hap- 
*' pily effeftcd.* It has rendered almofl: 
" every foil produftivej it has difclofed 
" thofe various feeds of wit which lay 
*' fupprcfled in many a bofom, and has 
** reared numberlefs conceits and curi- 
** ous fancies, which the natural rude- 
" nefs and afperity of their native foil 
" would have with-held, or at leaft 
" not have permitted to rile above the 
" ground. 

" From every field, from every 
" hedge or hillock, we now gather as 
" delicious fruits, and fragrant flowers, 

« a* 
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^* as of old from the richeft and hc& 
" cultivated gardens. Miferablc were 
** thofe anticm planters^ who, under^ 
•* Handing not how to conform thcm- 
" fclves to the rude tz&t of unpoliflied 
<* mankind, made it (o difficult a talk 
" to fupply the world with intellcdtual 
** entertainment, and furnifh out the re- 
•* pafts of literature and fcience/* 

In an other place. 

*' The celebrated wits of the mifcel- 
" laneous race, and others of the irre- 
*' gular kind of writers, may plead it 
" as their peculiar advantage, that they 
" follow the variety of nature ; and in 
" fuch a climate a5 ours, their plea, 
" no doubt, may be very juft. We 
•* Iflanders, famed for other mutabi- 

** Hues, 
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^ Ikies, arc particularly noted for the 
** variablenefs and inconftancy of our 
*^ weather y and if qur tafte in letters 
** be found anfwerable to this incer^ 
" tainty of our climate, a writer muft 
•* furely, on this account, be the more 
** valuable in his kind, the more he is 
^ able to furprize his reader by fudden 
•* changes and tranfports, from one ex- 
" treme to the other. 

** Were it not for the known pre- 

** valency of this relifh, and the ap- 

.** parent deference paid to thofe gc- 

. ** nius's, who are faid fo elevafe and fur- 

^^ prizey the author of thefe mifcellanies 

** might, inr all probability, be afraid 

.•* to entertain his readers with this 

•* multifarious, complex, and defultory 

/^* kind of reading." 

• 4 And 



A»d again. 
^ * In reality^ profound thinking is many 
^' ume^ the caufe o£ Jballaw tbm^bt^ 
**'and to prtvtnt this contemplative 
** habit and charafter» of which we fee 
" fo little good cffeft in the world, we 
^ hiive reaibn, .perhaps^ to be fond of 
^ the divtrting manneri in writiiig and 
^ difeourfe, » efpecially if the fubjeft be 
** rf * fotmn kind. There is more 
" need, in this cafe, to interrupt the ' 
^ long-fpun thread of rcafoning, and * 
" bring into the n>ind, by many-dif-- 
" fercnt glances and broken* views, . 
" what cannot fo eafily be introduced » 
** by one fteady bent, or continued *^ 
^ ftretch of fight/* 

To all which reafoning I fliall only 
add, feom rayfel^ that if the reader' 

would*' 



Would have a preface to the following 
work, he may eafily frame one for 
himfclf, from the enfuing pages ; as I 
hope that every chapter will be able, 
not only to explain itfelf, but to make 
its own apology, alfo. If not, they 
are nt>t worth perufing, and no Letter 
^f Credit can poflibly ferve them. 
There is no helping thofc who will not 
affift themfelves. It were pity, indeed, 
there Ihould. 

Among the multiplicity of fubjefts 
treated of, in thefe volumes, it muft 
have been impoffible to have avoided 
the falling fometimes into the traft of 
fome of the authors who have preceded| 
me. Whenever fuch a circumftance 
happened to occur, I pafled it by \ or 

if 
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if I thought it might adminifter to the 
improvement or entertainment of my 
reader, I have quoted the authority, 
and inferted the paflage. Some articks 
of this kind, may however have efcaped 
my notice ; whifh I leave to pedantry 
to animadvert upon. 

Though is not this punftilio of mine 
a ridiculous nicety, after all ? You look 
into books, for your improvement, or 
amufcment. Thcfe muft arife from 
the writing, not the writer. — You call 
Sit an Inn, for your refrefliment. — Do 
jrou ever trouble .yourfelf whether your 
Hoft took the chickens out of his owa 
coop, or borrowed them from a neigh- 
bour ? Whether the bed was his own, 
-or only lent him by a friend, for your 
■accommodation? .&c. 
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The world, the wprld will never be 
^w.ife, till they mind a little more what 
^ Jean Jacques .Roufleau and I fay to 
-them. 

Readers, Here follows your Bill ef 
Tare^ and fo farewel. 

AUTDMATHES, 
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SOMETHING NEW. 



CHAPTER I. 
T R I V I U S. 

1 Seldom take a walk without him-— 
but then I dare not venture to let 
him into the fecret of our aflbcia- 
tion. At firft, when we happened to 
perambulate the ftreets of London to- 
gether, I could not help taking notice 
of his obfervations upon every per- 
Vol. L a foti 
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€on or circumftance that ocrarrcd in* 
.our way, with his manner of addreft 
ing the feveral people we met with, 
whether of his acquaintance or not, 
either by fpeaking to, or of, them. 

My remarking on this peculiarity 
,©f his, once or twice, occafioned his 
throwing himfelf into a referve. I 
foon difcovered that my friend meant 
only to fport his^ humour for his 
own amufement, folely, without any 
dcfign of diiplaying his wit or fancy 
for the entertainment of others. It 
was merely a fort of foliloquy, or 
thinking aloud, in which he was ge- 
nerally fo entirely wrapped up, that 
he became infcnfiblc to the found of 
Jiis bwjci voice, and appeared quite 

7 
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idi&oAcetted, if he fcemcd to he ovcn 
jieard by othcts. 

The firft inftance I had of this pe- 
.culiatity in him, was one day that we 
were w;dking together through Drury- 
lane^ and h^pened to meet a chimney- 
fweeper, who was laughing heartil)^ 
at fomething that another foot-mbnger 
was laying to him; — That fellow muft 
be ealily pleafed, faid he to himfelf.— r 
Why fo ? replied I ; the jeft may be a 

good ©ne, for ai^ht we know. He 

anfwered not, but.walked^fuUenly on. , 

This afforded a hint for refleftion— ^ 

It is the beft method of inftrudlion. — 

That animal, thought I, is certainly 

one of the moft miferable wretches of 

A 2 the 
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tl)c human fpecics ; his foirinefs, has 
occupation, his fquatid appearance 
render him an objeft of greater com- 
nliferation, than any flaveinthe galleys. 
Surely then a creature in fuch circum- 
ftanccs may well' be ftid -to be eqfihf 
pleafedyindttd^ who can poffibly fmile— 
at any thing. 

That woman, faid he, at another 
time, feems to be refponfible for every 
vice in human nature, except fornica- 
tion. I looked at '^her, as fhe flood 
with her ari^s a-kimbo before a Beer- 
houfe door, of which fhe was hoflefs. 
She was remarkably ugly and deformed, 
and had a moft fhocking expreffion iii 
her countenance. 

Tbst 
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That girl will cuckold fomcbodyi or 
another, ooe of thcfc days, faid he of 
a young woman who was tripping to- 
wards us. I caft my eye on her, en 
pajfant. She w^ very handfome, but 
had an air of lerity and aflurance in 
her look and manner. 

But what made this prophecy appear 
the more remarkable, was, that it hap- 
pened many years ago^ and long before 
one might venuire, as from the modern 
profligacy of the times, I fear they 
might do, at prefent, to pronounce the 
fame fcntence upon too many of the 
women one may meet with, even in 
coaches, every day. 

A 3 On 
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On feeing a parcel of happy boys 
juftdifmiffecj from, a fchool, one even- 
ing, who were leaping, capering, and 
fpringing before the door —-r- Light 
hearts, faid he to hinifelf, make light 

heek.- How they fweat and toil, at 

the Opera-houfe, to mimic thefe ! 

On our paffing by an old houfe, one 
day, that had formerly ftood in the 
fields, but had lately been built into 
the city by a long ftreet, while he was 
in the country— -You are welcome to 
town, faid he. 

I (hall mention no more of thefe par- 
ticulars, at prefent, having given you 
fufficient inftances already to let you 
ixitQ the character and turn of thought, 

that 
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that diftingiiiftics. ray friend : but I 
purpofe, at fome future leifure, to pub- 
lifli an entire volume of his Triviads^ 
whidi I faBicy wUl be entertaining 
enoogh ;. as there i» hardly any eireunfi* 
ftanrcy or horfe^ or many or houfe^ 
cc3ach,. cart, dog, or €at^ that ever oc- 
curs in his- way, but fuggefts^ foffle 
jsew, finguiar, or peculiar reflection or 
remar k,^ tp kia imagination*. 
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CHAP. IL 
CHARACTER. 

A Philosophical diflertation on that 
peculiarity or diftinftion among 
mankind, which is denominated Cba^ 
taller^ would certainly be a moft enter- 
taining and ufeful work. An inveftiga* 
tion into this great principle of adtion, 
would go further towards the advan- 
cing a perfonV fortune or intereft in 
life, than all the boafted knowledge 
of the worlds which men of bufinef^ 
or political intrigue, think fo highly 
neceflary, as indeed it is, for that 
purpofe. 

Human nature is fo various, that a 
^;ieral acc^uaintance with it is by no 

mea(\$ 
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means fufEcient to be the rule or mea« 
fure of our condu^ without a par- 
ticular or fpecific knowledge of the 
feveral charaAeriftic or diftinguifliing 
features of thofe perfons we may 
chance to be occafionally connedted 
with. 

Pope fays, 
" The proper ftudy of mankind is man ;'* 

and my argument here agrees with his 
fcntiment, only rcftraining the abftraft 
expreffion to the Angular number. 
Know your man is the adage for it, . 

But this anomaly of charader is 
more remarkable among us, than in 
any other nation, perhaps, of the. 
earth. We have more liberty of aftioa 

and 
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and c^mofti wkk a greater uncertain- 
ty of .climate^ than oth^r peopk. A 
poor JPrench taylor was imdone,. fonic 
tH»c ago, by not having been fuffi- 
qiently' aware of this eccentricity in the 
Englilh. . 

He had fettled a correfpondence here, 
to adapt and fupply fuits of ctoaths 
from Paris, to all cuftomers, upon 
having the perfon's fize, age, and fta- 
tion of life, fent over to him. But, 
not being apprized that drefs, with us, * 
does not always correfpond with years, 
nor appearances with meansr, that 
there arc old fops and young flovens, 
plain peers 'and brocaded attornies, in 
our drama, he happened- to hit nothing 
but the fize o£ his. cuftomers^ though 

he 
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he had fitted every other circumftancc, 
and lud. ^ whole winter's wardrobe re- 
turned x^on his hands, at once, which 
ruined him. Diantm! Slu'ils riont point 
de CaraSlere^ ces meffieures Anglois^ cries 
the poor taylor. Mais quails orU trop di 
Carafierey in noy fenfe of the word, was 
his misfortune. 

Self-intereft I admit to be a. general 
motive of aftion-, but paflions, no mat- 
ter whether through violence or mif- 
take, frequently counteraft this prin- 
ciple ; and humour, caprice, vanity, or 
perverfenefe, in many individuals, are 
often found to be paramount to felf- 
intereft and paflion both. 

A mufician may be perfedlly Ikilled 
in,t;hQ:fcicnce of harmony, and a com- 
plete 
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plete artift in the various tones and 
modulations of found ; but there often 
happens certain peculiarities in the in- 
ftruments that he may have occafion to 
take in hand, without a particular 
knowledge and experience of which, to 
be obtained by trial and practice only, 
he may not be- able fully to exert the 
capable powers of his own performance. 

The fame affedlions and propenfities 
in mankind have not a like extent in 
all; and paffions, in the management 
of a true philofopher, may be fitly 
compared to inftruments in the hands 
.of an expert mulician. There are long- 
ftopt fiddles, and fhort-ftopt ones ; 
flutes of free tones, and others of re- 

ferved 
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fcJTved ones ; and the fame fingerings or 
breathing, that would make melody of 
{he fame notes, on the one, might be- 
come difcord on the other. 

The Anticnts were fatalifts. The 
many unaccountable aftions of men, 
,not to be rcfolved into any of the ge- 
neral paffipns or principles of human 
.nature, betrayed them into an opinion^ 
that a certain irrefiftible deftiny guided 
.and ruled^ every ey^nt of our lives. 
Would any man commit fuicide, in- 
ftead of tickling himfelf ? or marry an 
ugly woman, when he might have had 
^ handfome one, faid they, if fate had 
Jiot unwilled them ? Euripides gives the 
/antient opinion upoa this fubjed, in 

two 



two lincs-^^' Fate,'' faM he, «* k vfri^ 
** avoidable; no htrfnan ptudehee c^^ 
*' avert its ftfdke; and all ftmgglh^ 
•*' with it but makes it woife.** 

Fdta regktit tr'hem c€rtajl4mt cmniti lege* 

Manilius, Asthok. 

But, had they attended to that pecu- 
liarity 0^ charafter ih rnarikind, which 
1 am here defcanting upon, it might 
liave fufficiently folved thefe phs^rra- 
tiiena to them; fof oOf fatfe dobs rtOt 
ovef-rdle duf will; but duf dpHte gci- 
verns our deftifly. 

Many mod^rtl p^ilofoJ>h€fs^ ^^vt re^ 
^ived this Ttifkkh- fyftfiiti of faith- 
They did ndt priafftf rly not© the di- 

■jfUridion^ between an efficient^ and a r^- 

fabk 
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paUe caufc. Every effe<St certainly has 
.its caufe i but every caufe does not al- 
ways produce its effedt. All married 
women have not children. Every 
power is not under a natural neceflity 
■^ of exerting its capabilities. This leaves 
the will of man free in its operations. 

You may here fee the danger of 
adventuring into the regions of meta- 
phyfics. Icarus was one of thefe. 
high-fliers. We lofc our natural rea- 
fon, in fuch fublime refearches; which 
may be fitly compared to the wind 
Ciccias, that Ariftotle and Pliny tell 
us had the peculiar property of at- 
trading the clouds to, inftead of driving 
;them from, it/ 

But 
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But the argument which the old pre- 
deftinarians reafoned from, was really 
curious. They firft believed in judicial 
aftrology, and then indeed moft logi- 
cally concluded, that nativities could 
not be calculated, nor events foretold, 
if aftions ^d accidents were not ne- 
ceflarily continent, or prse-ordalned. 

Da mihi punHumj ^ ierram moveb^^ 
faid Archimedes. Grant a fophift but 
one propofition, and the argument ;$ 
ipver with you. 
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CHAP. in. 

;11N UNACOUNTABLE 
FACULTY. 

^#Ti H E laft chapter was no way clc- 

jL dxicible from the former. They 

are conneAed by no fort of chain. The 

^latter arofe from a hint, merely. The 

firft "defcribes an hnmorift : upon which 

occafion cbaraSer happened to occur to 

me; but this furely was no neceflary 

coniequence. An eflay on ■ 

does not follow the mentioning of 

lady' 

I think it proper to explain this mat- 
ter to you, entre nous^ becaufe there 
are a fort of phijofophers, who affirm 

Vol.. I- B all 
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all our thoughts to be as neceflarily con- 
secutive, as the prcdeftinarians before- 
mentioned do our aftions. Theyfa^jr, 
that they defy nil the wit of man to 
• be able to think, out of a certain train 
of ideas, that mechanically follow c»ch 
Other, though the links of the chain 
.indeed may fometimes be fo fine-drawq, 
that they may poffiblyefcapeour notice*. 

This dogma I moft peremptorily deny. 
.While I am taking thought for the 
morrow (however forbidden by fcrip- 
ture) what I fhall order for my dinnc^i 
I can inftantly transport my mind to 



♦ Sec-tocke, book U. chap. xiv,^-^*c alft> 
amd ix. 

.Grand 
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<jrand Cairo, to China, or Mefopotamia. 
And he muft be a very fubtk philo* 
ibjpher indeed, who can trace the con- 
nexion between any of thofe places, 
from whence I expeft neither meat, nor 
drink, and my meals. 

In the fame manner, believe me, my 
good friends, are you often impoied 
upon, in matters of more confequence 
than this. But how, otherwife, could 
libraries be filled ? or dunces thrive ? 
Syftem ! fyftem 1 has fet ftill narrower 
bounds to already limited reafon ; and 
no one, who had not ftudied hard for 
it, could poffibly believe how much 
error there is in fcience, and what ig- 
norance in learning*. 

^i magisjafiunt, magis injipiunu 

B 2 ARE- 
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•A ' R E F L B C T I O N, t N PAS S A N*T« 

[The ubiquity of the human fnind 
;is .^alogous .to the omniprefence of 
rthe Deity : yet there are philofophers 
vwho, though corifcious of this very 
faculty in thcmfeWes, in an imperfeft 
degree, deny the poflibility of the. other, 
to their Creator, in a more perfcft one. 
But meii do not care to have hirti a 
witnefs to fome.of their.pxivate aftions.; 
and in this, therefore, as well as in 
other theological points, argue fre- 
quently againft.theu" ownxonviftion.] : 

I forget :how long ago it is fince 

iBrownc publiftied his P/eudodoxia Epi- 

Jemica^ or Refutation of Vulgar Errws^ 

Jbut the numbers which he has left un- 

z ;{iitice(i 
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noticed, with the many that have ob-* 
tained in the world, fince his time, would 
fill a dozen folbs: Some of them I 
may perhaps be tempted to remark 
upon, as I p^s through this work^ , 
though it is not any part of my pre^ 
font Xcheme^ I affure you. 

In the mean while, I fball fumifli you 
with a quotation from the preface to 
The Temple of Gnides^ to (hew you how 
cordially, the great Montefquieu and I : 
are of accord, upon this fubjeft. 

" If youFwifc ones,** fays he, " Ihould 
** challenge me to a more ferious 
"work than this, I can foon fatisfy 
*' them ; for I have employed myfelf, 
** for thefc thirty years paft, on about 
B J •'adoz^ 
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«< a dozen pagcsy which contain all that 
^ wc know of metaphyfics, polity, and 
^* morals, with all that very great au-r 
" thors have forgotten,. in the multitude 
" of volumes they have written on thofe 
" fcienccs/*' 
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C ?3 ] 

CHAP. IV. 
VENIENTI OCGURRITE. 

Shall now, and throughout, pitfcnt 
you with my thoughts, juft as they 
may happen fortuitoufly to arifc in my 
mind, without order or connexion, ap- 
pealing to the confcioufneis of my rea- 
ders whether this is not the way that 
ideas occur to him or her, in fpitae of 
that defpotic philofbphy that would at- 
tempt to make flaves of mankind, and 
not fufier even thought itfelf to be free. 

Subjefts, perhaps, may fometimes 
follow in a trains for aught I can fore- 
fee; and, if fo, I fhall not afFe6t- 
edly decline being their train-bearer. 
B 4 But 
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But all I mean to premife is, that F 
fliall add nothing to the Juite myfelf^ 
nor cndeavoor to* ftring ftorics, out 
after another, like winter-evening taks, 
till my audience falls^ afleep about- the 
firc-fide^ 

They arc but duU Iportfmen, me- 
thinks, who have the patience to at- 
tend upon cold hunting. Whenever 
the fcent begins to flag,, I am always 
for ftarting of freih game, inftead of . 
liftening to a yelp here, and a chop 
there, till the hounds are able to bit off 
the fault. I prefer cpurfing, therefore 
to it, where the quarry is ftrll in view> 
during the purfuit. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. V. 
THE REBUKE. 

BUT our friend Tiivius is net 
mierely a fenrimental ftreet-walk* 
CT; for the fame turn of rcfleftion, 
with a notable fpirit of moral and 
chivalry^ accompany his charafter 
throughout. 

A profligate of fortune happening 
. to be in his company once, and boaft- 
ihg of an: amour he had lately had with 
a young woman, difplayed the infidious. 
arts with which he had. contrived to 
circumvent her. 

The reft of the company feemed 
to confider him but as one of thofc 

brag- 



bfagging gdants who have fo often? 
been defervedly -expofed on the ftage: 
but Trivius foon undertook to vindi^ 
cate his veraeity,- by faying that no- 
thing, except the nwft fuperftitious 
addi&ion to truths could poifibly have 
induced any one to confcfs fo yik and 
fcandalous a ftory of himfelf* 

Another young fellow affronted a 
lady once, before him, and he hnme- 
diately refented her quarrel.^ His 
friends interpofed, telling hini that 
they thought it rather too late in lifb 
for him to enter the lifts of knight- 
errantry. He replied, I was born a 
man; and no age, but dotage, can 
ever make me forget my fex, or. the 
proteftion due to hers. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. VL 
A DISCANT UPON NOTHING. 

" ^he mini is its onjon place *^ Milton. 

SEVERAL Other thoughts, anec- 
dotes, and allufions, have occurred 
to me here, on the various foregoing 
fubjedl; all which I have locked up 
in the bajiile of memory, merely to 
fhcw that I am the tyrant, not the 
flave, of my own ideas. And as no 
new topic prefents itfelf to my reflec- 
tion, on this occafion, I Ihall fupply 
this chapter with an ejfay on nothing. 

Ex nihilo nihil ft^ is the adage of a 
conjurer, when he is going to play 

cup 
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cfFps and balls : philofophy joins thcr 
conjurer, but theology denies fo prb-- 
fkne a maxim; Has not this world, . 
and all that's in it, with the iun,. 
moon, and ftars, been created out <tf 
Nothing? And to our further 'com- 
fort too, for I am about to prove it 
one,^. they can never be annihilated 
iagain.*" 

For all that the mof! heathenphi^ 
lofophy can poflibly contend f6r, isi 
to have matter diflolved' again by the 
wreck of nature,, into its fiVft prin- 
«ples; but Nothing being no prin- 
ciple, can claim no right to fucK 
a diflblution. Obferve here what a 
fneaking figure philofophy makes, 

wHeni 
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^ whenever it prefumes to enter die 
. lifts agwift Theology. 

,A fartim^ then, our fouls muft be 

.unmortaL For if dumfey matter itfelf 

» cannot be notbingedy what firft prin^ 

ciples in nature can the immaterial 

Ipirit of man be ever refolved into? 

Tis but a JVord\ and a word once 

r uttered, can never be unfaid again. 

Etfimel imjfum Hflat irrt*vocmUli vtrbum. 

. Thus matter and Ipirit being once 
^oken into exiftence, muft neceffarily 
fubfift, per./ej to all eternity. Quod 
erat demonftrandum. Nothmg can be 
dearer than, tliis dedudtion* 

The learned Berkeley was fo ptefled, 
^by the firft argument, that he had no 

way 
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-way of obviating it, but by unfisthig 
-matter quite out of the univedc; fup-' 
^pofing that we could be fufceptible of 
corporal feelings, without fubftance, 
and might break our fliins, or knock 
^out our brains, againft ideas. And 
the great Hobbes was & perplcxcil,' 
with the latter pofitien, that he was 
.reduced to admit certain modifications 
;Of niatter to be capable of intel- 
ligence. 

Locke too was of the fame unin- 
,telligible opinion ; but whether thcfe 
gentlemen or J be the beft philofo- 
phers or divines, I ftiall modcftly fub- 
mit to the candid difquifition of the 
.jeader, and proceed. 

C H A ?• 



[ 31 ] 

CHAP. VIL 
A TRANSPORT. 

WHAT an idea is the immortal 
foul ! How it propels, and re- 
itrains, the paflions of mankind ! How 
it enraps the mind beyond the ftars, 
and leaves this world among its fleep- 
ing vifions! The paft, the prcfent, 
.and the future can be the objefts of 
its inftant thought ! It can at once 
,look backward, before time was, and 
.forward, when it fhall be no more ! 

The brute creation cannot imagin* 
.any thing beyond their capacity of 
^execution. The Iphere indeed of our 
.a6tivity is confined, but the comp^ 

cf 



^6f our thought, our ptirpofe, or ottr 
will, unreftrlined, . Endowed then with 

.faculties fuperfluous to .our prcfent 
exiftence, (hall they 4ibt bear reference 

"tx) fome future ftatc ? Has nature done 

•more for us than was . requifite, €)rfy 
to perform lefs than feems to liavc 
been promifed? Is the Creator but a 

. mechanift, merely ? Can Providence 
appear fo attentive to the phyfical 
fyftem of the univerfp, and yet be 
capable of an . Epicurean indifference 
to the bighcr.confideratbn of its moral 
one! Are vice and virtue then, dif- 
tinftions merely ethic, and religion 
but the prefumption of man ! 

jO no ! philofophy and thedogy 
Jt)oth .roncur in this. Our bodies 

ipeoih 
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perifli, not, they but diflblvc; the 
modes, but not the matter vanifh. 
And (hall the nobler part of man bear 
Ihorter date ! What blafphemy wcrt 
this! Procul^. O procul^ ejie prof am I 
I will be immortal, even at the hazanl 
of an eternal foul ! Amen I 
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Tfitfe readd: has* otrt^dlx tf righf^ 
By. thrs tiiM, to (Hilton me fbr 
fomc acxount of myfej^ ancF w aft me 
a. queflion, which 'tis probable might 
have occurred to him every chapter 
before.;, ixamely, who are you, friend ? 
But. to this C)uaery I fhall deign no other 
aniwer than the vulg^ one generally 
given to all. impertinent inquiries. 
Gudk. 

H6#fcver, I will ccmdelcend to com- 
ply with your curiolity^ {o far, as to 
let yoii' kt»% What J am i nvdiich tt» 
/ ttini^ ikll a& muck inibrmation as 

- 2 you 
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ym^cm low eidier nght ^w Tealba ta 
trriqiiiFe of iiy hands. ' 

In the ivlfiUihg of tnis 'imicfe of 
intdlig^ice^ it* may be fuppofed to be 
•quke tiSitiMl 'for 'tr^iMier^^i m^\ 
^o pimiouhcemvielf to be a-pcrio^of 
•moil: 2CC0ih|)liihQi Tas^ 
ind* wt»0^ 1 anV ^Sc]ua)l)r -a:'' pv 
d^ aiKKl^^%a£ifti anH ain^Bdtbrndjj^ 

•denib^ t^iii ai{' _ 

tune equally for xtiy Jbing and caclllS^K^ 
in order .to j^refervc their refpoaivc 

• ' ' . ' *- " ' ' «. • ' '^ t, . .t • . .^ 

Fut d'di^.nniiglt(y.lKM^ woUlQ^^•• 
C 2 . ^11, 
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all^ according to my pofition, in the 
Second Chapter; for want of thofc 
diftinguUhing features v/hich diSer man 
from man. JFor miglit not all the 
lords and ladies too -of quality, both 
male and female commoners, the whole 
hierarchy of bilhops, priefts, and dea- 
cons, the two juntos of Minifters, 
both ins and outs, the privy, with the 
more privy, or cabinet, council, as 
well as the refpedable Societies of 
Almack's, Boodle's, Arthur's, and the 
ever memorable conjunSikn of the 
Coterie, be able to fay the fame of 
themfelyesj I pray? 

Inftead, therefore, of which culo- 
;gium, or felf-ajpplaufe, 1 &ncy it will 
jnuch better entertain my reader to re- 
count 
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eoun% fome q£ my foibles, peculiarities^ 
or imperfedions, in Qxovt^ whatever 
m;^ ierve to diftinguifli Jobp ^m 
James, or fomebody from any body. 

But this ihall be die rubjeiEt of an 
other Chapter. 



c 3 chap; 
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' - ' " ' '. « ■ . 

IK tfie £ar j^^ jtlkn> Be it rc*^ 
nmkkSj tKat 1is^ often ^ JT havt^ 
bfch ia Toye,'whkh is iwrjr near *ar 
ofte» ia^ 1 iiaVe been bt debt,- F never 
in my life fiappeoed? to conceive a. paf-' 
fion for a pretty woman^j nor ever 
ftiall,/ 1 am 'cbfrvincedvof it rpw; while 
aii homely oiiefe' to be had, for love* 
or monief* ' ' 

But then^ 'in; this curious aiticfe be 
It sdfa obfecved.th^ I am extKmely 
ftice in m^ ihcifce; for not to flatter 
]vi^ jbuiieis^^^'j^ is npt ^very fpedes of:* 
u^Snfelsi ^t Has charmsj for me,.' 

'■"■■■■'' •■ J- '• Nay> 
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Mift 6 £u ham it, 4iMt I hooeftly 
«Mi£3& <!» tltfi^ jfcnaeUDfie* ^rnpt with 
fr^hdul womea«vb» J)ave vcnr.-fKadl^ 
diigufted m^. I ha^e ioirined' td My- 
Mi ft ci^rtMft. ^|^« a^^jl|JB.|pai|k^Iai;^ 

innlic* iminsb lw|)|iqpfj..^.,.«ateofid;-^^^ 

1 t • 

Aaio%;tbe ooqiiifices Af mjF «(iAmr. 
iioM^ nd shflpr-koiieiiids^R^ 
f;«i«. The fiiva-cm^ of dae Oaffit 
|K)ctt> pechap^ may teivt infyirad »e^ 
in my youths mkh ^ {)ttpcfeuhr caAe 
for this colour. Eren a certain ten^ 
4erarfr in tke lepes, ncuxf feiifibilicy». 
iMtt^faifoion, ^noittdi 38 an bdier of nvf 
aaq^ votiU be de&knt;«f M 
C 4 charms. 
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charms, to me, without the drnament 
of that bright golden dnt faperadded 
to the brows and hfhes. 

If a mail mtift wear fetters, fhould 
he not prefer gcdden ones i Wjiat poet 
can pay his miftti6& an higher o^ti^li- 
ihent, than ta oxnpaxe her ttttks to 
the rays of the fun. Red hair is the 
colour of the richeft fubftance, and the 
mo& refpkndent objeft of nature. A 
wreath of glory round the head Jtooks 
io faintifli, that 'tis apt to infpire a 
paflipa rather above, love, if that be 
polBble, even adoration. . 

. (I fliould be inclined to fwcar a good 
round* lover's oath, that the golden fleece 
was only a.<uftvpf red hair, butforfea; 
< ^ ^ :.. J that 
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that H , lYizt tremeniinisJttJUti 

HCdaSj who fomerimes reveries the faMi?, 
by touching gold to cfix>fi, fhould perdy 
remaric, in his next Mag-pie^ that 1 had 
committed a blunder, by g^ng to the 
Goafs boufefer wool. 

A laDownefs of complexion, alfo; 
not'uripTtttd with the fmall-pox, miift 
lingdilh o'er the features ; and a cer- 
ttSn grttcefiil' ftobp in the flioulders, 
UGltd by the vulgar a mackent back^ 
muft contour the fliape. For the Linte 
of Beauty; fays Hogarth, haCUrvii'- 

Theft primary articles being firft fti- 
pulated for, and obtained, I have not 
the leaft manner of objedUon to my 
mifbrefi being- a ferfeff wotnati, in 

every 
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^nicigr mother foim Let me bitt igmxk 
ba rUlfik, .aocoKUiig to the abow «die- 
jfcnption^ «nd idbe soft of iier bod/ 
nay sdemble Jthe Vxaus de Medici^ ^r 

But 'tis praj)cr here ta reftrain the 
jenuifpQrt& d£ sl iover^ Jeft too |>ajrticu* 
Jiar a ddcn^tioft of the pedb% q^ght 
poflibly betray the too dear ob}e6b o£ 
a ilea ^^cars f^nd^ but iruklels paflioiu 
A iecond ilege^ for another Ddetif 
liomer^ I think, jeponcs the Utmkna^ 
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C HA P. X.. ; 

T.ME physician: 

IWiM CTeMrmarfahry fbad of jpead- 
ing $ and after fomt years ipent m 
tfiis charmuig occupadbn^ perceiving 
«bat 2 ibfld contra^ed a icttted iiabit 
fif Aisdy^ r began, ux jjuok, with Dc« 
Xwngrthat 

-«« fUlefr IW feme ptealur mrMiga'if; 

•^ jRrfdifif H #e i|ieciCMtnilif)g ofiiftemind.''' 

f gre^r mortiiied and affirmed at 
hzYing idled away iy much preciom 
time and facred leiAire, upon dxMlCt^ 
Hient merely. I imagined diat if I 
fliQuId direft my applicadon to any 
ODf 9Qurfc of die three liberal profet 
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fions, I might poffibly happen to ar- 
rive at fome degree of eminence in it^. 
which would intitk me at leaft to fomc 
charader, or diftinftion in life; and 
enable me— my fondeit ambition! lo 
become ferviceable to others. 

- With tfiis^view, then, I determined 
. » . ..'■'■ 
on phyfic, in preference to cither law, 

or divinity, as it is a more pleaiing 
fcience and ftudy^ than the firft, and by 
difplaying the wonderful power, contri- 
vance, and goodnefs of the Creator, is 
capable of infpiring a more pure relir 
gion» and philofophic devotion, (ban 
the whole, compafs, of J^ifiematkal 
theology. 

After 
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After this refleftion and refolve, I 
immediately addrefled myfelf to an emi- 
nent phylician 6f my acquaintance, in 
order to know where to commence, and 
how direfl;, my intended courfe. He 
very kindly promifed me his afliftance, 
in this purfuit, and lent me a prepara- 
tory treatiie on the fubjedl, written by 
the learned DoAor Boerhaave, intitled 
TifC Method of Studying Pfyjlc. 

Tlus ingenious author therein prc- 
fcribes a perfeft knowledge, in botany, 
pharmacy, chymiftry, anatomy, chirur- 
gpry, aflronomy) niechanics, ftatics, hy- 
drollaticls, hydraulics — in fine the intire 
iwychpadta of natural philolbphy and 
matheniatics. Hiftory, both facred and 
profane 5 geography, with the fcveral 

influn • 
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iriHuences and diforders peculiar to* fif^ 
fercnt climates-; vc critical' knowledge 
in the Greelc, Latin, and Hebrew Bsii*- 
jguages, together with the dferivativci 
from the latter, in the orientattQiTgae!i% 
as^ the Chaldaic, 5}rriac, Ai^abic, Raib^ 
tinic, Sanaaritin, Cpphtic, &t^ He 
refers you alTo to the beft ap|!njv«d; 
-authors, in ti&efe rclpe^ve x^adfl!^ oj^ 
ftudy, and froceeds even to point out ^ 
}£he particular editions that are deemed 
to be the vm& conaed^ in ^1ileft var»)u8 
fciences.. vti 

.,.1 ;-,^ .■ "i . . ,; 

. 7hfi ^exteikt and compds: of which IT^ • 
tecamrje,, connprehend books lufficient ' 
toi^tpai^ botk in number and e^^nce^ 
the. CottDiiy or Bodleian librari^;. 
Abcmi;^ much as is neceiTary to «Yake. 
.: » aparfon. 
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a fuSbui aGcording ta Baron Bielfeldfs 
SyAmv in tus^ cmpbst eruMtion^ Ac 
leflft i dunk I TMif fafcly venairc to^ 
pfeBOunce tAi» modsrace compmadon^ 
Uffio, tbe occafioti, thac according to 
thedoftor'sprefcription, a (hideumoft 
ufe an intcnfe application, of twelve 
hamrs, per diem, ft)r about a dozm 
ynrs, before he c»r bej^Mm/iVu^in^ 
tided to- write a recipe for a clyfl!ep« 

Aodyet we fiie,, at che p^rilef our 
K«% jiMiifl^.plMnipt uiiftudious, joUy-- 
Inihing. firUows ftgn M.. D. ever]; day. 
Ni}b the;ver]( author himfdf, a£trr ali 
thia Haft apparatui of llueoae,. or fci«- 

jjUgfBxMtt he luui eveii oonfiiltodt wicii,^ 
sMynhecr *--f-r-i--v.I;forgct his 

name. 
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name, who had never perufed any other . 
'^ook in his profefHon, but the apho*. 
jifms of Profper Alpinus, de prafagi- 
enda viti et morte (egrotantium \ which 
I think the dodor .(tiles ^ Six-petrnf ^ 
Pamphlet. 

'Upon this hint I rietumed the co- 
pious treatife, above-mentioned, to my . 
good friend the do£tor» and immedi^ 
atdy fet about making an inquiry after 
tWs fame Pre/per Alpinus- — his very 
chriftian> •name having fomething ^ca* 
couraging in it— Though I concluded, 
-at the feme time, my fearch to be fruit- 
lefs } the faculty, ' I had reafoft t^ • 
have fuppofed, having, ^s in duty U - 
ibmfelvts bound, bought up and - 
• bamc4^ 
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l>umed the whole fuperfeding imprcf- 
fion of that work. 

But while I was in purfuit of this 
lime Six-penny oracle, I happened to 
/meet, among a coUeftion of tradts, in 
my vague reading, with a letter from 
an eminent praftitioner, in the reign of 
Charles the Second, who writing to a 
friend, gives die following reafon for 
having quitted the profeffion of phyfic; 
*' that in all his praftice, he had never 
^♦'experienced any one medicine to have 
'*♦ fully anfwered the end of its pre- 
•« fcription, except Sal-ammoniac, for 
" warts/' 

I then laid afide all further thoughts 
of my intended courfe, and commenced 
philoCopher, for life. 

VpL. I. D C II A P. 
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CHAP. XL 
INDIANA. 

' T was at Pataa, the capital of a pror 
vince io India, under the dominioa 
of the Great Mogul, that the faireft 
where all are fair, a maiden refembliag 
one of the blue-eyed daughters of para- 
dife, fled to me for Ihelter and protect 
\ tion, in her diftrefs and dangen 

She had, it feems, as I foon found, a 
natural right to do fo; for though I 
had never feen, or even heard of her, 
before, I quickly perceived her to be 
fo clofcly allied to me, iy tbiftrci^ likks 
of humanity^ that my heart adopted her 
as a child, on the inftant. The gene* 

rtus 

2 



TTOcii ificditms, in nature's hcraldr]r» ait 
Aht dealeft ties of blood 

I muft confi^s though, that it nrach 
fotprized me, at ftrft, all philofopher a^ 
.1 am, to think that a natis^ female of 
:that country, bred up with fuch fuper- 
ftidous notions of eafl^em monarchy!, 
and whofe religion and cuftoms forbad 
it not, fhould fly from the delights, 
the honours, the pomps and fenfualities, 
of a feraglio, and refufe the embraces 
of Tbe Emperor of the Worlds the glory 
cf nations^ the tight of thefutij the invin- 
cibk conqueror^ tbe eye of providence^ the 
right band of omnipotence^ &cc. &c. &c. 

However, before I expreffed my fur- 

priztf. Off — *— . But an other thought, 

D 2 and 
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tand which has no manner ofconneftion 
with the fair Indian^s ftory, has, jtift 
this moment, interrupted my narrative, 
and broken off the chain. I mufl, 
therefore, beg :^the patience of my reaf^ 
dcr, till Tucfday.next, when I.promifi 
to re-affume this narrative .again, ui 
fome future Chapter; provided I dorft 
changcwmy mind, between this and 
jhen. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XII. 
MORE OF S EL F. 

FROM all this ikipping duck ana 
drake no method of writings would 
not one be apt to imagine me a perfon 
of flight, whim, and irregularity, in- 
life, manners, and converfetion^? What 
Policy I might open now, at Garra- 
way's, upon this prefumption !' But 
thofe who know me as a man of the* 
world, would no more fufpeft me than 
a cart-horfe, for fuch <*urvets, frifks,. 
and prances, as thefe. 

I am* naturally grave and referred in 

my fpeech and deportment, a man of 

few words, flow in my motions, indo- 

D 3 )':nt 
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lent of mind, with a clumfy pcrfoni, 
and heavy caft.of features- I have 
ever been remarkable for a ierip^^ and 
philofophic turn of thought and reflec- 
tion, evep frpni my earlie^ y^^rs, jmd; 
atn ^.come a proverb among my a(j- 
qvaintance, for regularity of hoijws, fo- 
briety at me^k, ^nd puiiduality m. 
bufmefe. Id fine, I ^m generally looked 
upon, by the Wi^ld — every body has a 
little world of dieir pwn-r-as a man of 
a folid charafter, but plain parts,, and 
according to FalftafFe's expreflion,, to^ 
have tip more conceit inmey than a mallets 

In reality I have ever chofcn* to ac- 
quicfce in this defcription^-^— -'tis thc^ 

fafeft^ department in life thpfb who 

will be contented to clals with dunces^ 

are 
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art fare of having the million on their 
fide. 'Tis emulation only, or the ill 
repute of fupcrior talents, that raifcs 
eiruy^ hatred^ malue^ and all unebariia- 
hlemfiy againft you; While the frogs 
lay foakifig in their fens, they lived in< 
fafcty, and they flept in peace; they 
were not pelted at, 'till they prefumed 
tx> lift their heads above their native 
mud. 

However, notwithftanding this caflE 
or complexion of life, character, perfort^- 
a<id phyfiognomy, I can at any time I 
pleafe, and beft when I am duUcft, 
€onjurt up fpirUs from the vajly deepr 
and like an other Prcfperoj. fend them 
dancing about the world, for my fport, 
ot make them dive into the inmoft re- 
D 4 cedes 
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cefles of nature or metaphyfics, on' my: 
errands. 

But to what caufe to impute fuch an . 
ineorififtency of laleflts and charafter, . 
I confefs my philofophy to be intirely 
at a lofs. A certain grave and learned^ 
Frencli author owned that he was oftea 
liable, when alone in his library, to 
take a few bounds and capers about 
the room, even in the midft of his moft 
abftrufe refearches. This he attributed 
to his happening, by fome chance or" 
other, to have been fuckled on goai^s^ 
milk. 

This was not my cafe, though ; for : 
I was nurfed by a ftupid, fober, ortho- • 
dox, Irilh catholic, who pioufly believed 

in 
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in the Pope, the Prieft, the DevH, and 
all their works ; and all my anceftors, 
as far back as a Welch genealogy can 
be traced, though ftanch proteftants, 
were fyftematically dull, plain, good 
fort of people ; fome of them city al- 
dermen, and- others country vicars, as 
may appear from the only records they 
have left behind them, the additions to 
their names, on the tomb ftones in our 
family vault, at Wrexham, in Nonh 
Wales. 

The only phyfical account, then, . 
that can poflibly be given, of this pe- 
culiarity or diverfity from the natural 
ground-work of my charader and man- 
ners, is my having drank once too freely 
in my youth, of Tar-water -^ which 

being ' 
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beiBg ftrongly impregnated with a por^ 
tjon of volaiik oil> might, perhaps, in* 
the fermentation, have feparated the 
Ijghi^r ideas of fancy, from the more 
&lid fubftance of reafon, and held theoi 
fufpended and floating in my pincd^ 
gland, ever fince, ready- to be called^ 
forth, occafionally, unfophifticatc witfei 
the pituitous phlegm of judgment 

If this hypothefis of the matter docs; 
not fufficiently fatisfy you, in my cafe,, 
I leave you intirely at liberty to frame 
feme better folution of the paradox,, 
yourfelf, and I fhall implicitly fubferibe 
te the dogma, as I happen to have na^ 
very fuperftitious attachments to fyf- 
tems, of any kind,. 

But 
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^t what principajUy has encumbexcd 
my chara^cr and Appearance with fuch. 
a fet(nbr« caft of comptexion, was, that 



But I fhall proceed no further, on 
this fubjeft, at prcfent, and take it up 
at fome other time, in order to prove 
my pofition, in Chapter III. which I 
certainly could not poffibly be able to 
do, if thought followed ncccffarily, in 
a train. However,. I (hall only^Jy off in 
a tangent^ a little,, for whenever the topic 
is foi-memej the reader muft naturally 
know how hard a thing it is to quit it« 
I fhall> therefore, rather than not talk 
of myfelf, at all, venture to expofe an 
other foibl? of mine, which I find 

growing 



growing ftronger and ftronger in iiie;^ 
every day, and which has already ren- 
dered me fo unfociable, that I fear I • 
ihall foon be fit for no focicty in Ae- 
world, but a Monk's. 



CHAP*^ 
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C H A P. XIII. 
GARRULITY. 

'** Methinks, quoth Thomas, women's tongues 
*' Of Afpen leaves are made.'' 

THOUGH I am notorious on 
the public highways as a moft 
:pcrfca knight-errant to the fair fex, 
and hav£ one Dulcinea, in particular, 
(not the charmer of my IX^^ Chapter) 
upon whom I havq continued, for above 
twenty years, to exercife every (pecies 
of ^alantry that the moft romantic chi- 
valry could infpire, yet have I never 
yet been able to reconcile myfelf to the 
natural loquacity of this beautiful 
gender. 

To 
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'To have a dozen women talking at 
-jyou^ at oiid^e ! A Well-bfed man, as aU 
4nen oiJght td te, ih6Uld rtevar enter 
into company with more than a coupk 
of ladies, at a time-, for having* but 
two ears, it would be morally impof- 
fible for him' to mat-k his attentibn W^ 
the third. 

I happened to ipend a week, once, 
in the country, at the houle of a maiden 
aunt of mine, who was a remarkable 
talker, . How that woman muft prate, 
who becomes remarkable for it! And 
how often have I wifhed her a locked 
jaw! For two nights after my return 
to town, I found that I could not com- 
pofe myfelf to fleep, by an hour or two, 
^ foon as ufual. Habit is a powerful 

tiling- 
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thing. A horfe ufed to drink at the 
itiilWam, will choke with thirft, at a 
Handing pooL 

In fhort, I felt myfdf fenflblc of an 
irkfome vacuity in my ears, and wanted 
my ufual parting dofe^ before I went to 
bed. Curtain LeSlures muft be admi- 
rable opiates, where the voice does not 
reach beyond the Teftcr j which, like 
a Sounding'Boardj confines the oration 
«within the auditory. 

Sgtfe ievi fomnum fuadehit inirt fufurro* 

On die third night happening by 
chance to throw down my fhoe-buckles 
caretefly on the table, they vibrated fo 
long before they fettled to refl:, that 1 
bq^an to find it fufficiently anfwer my 

purpofe. 
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jMirpofe, by fupplying the place of 
prate, afFordkig me found, without 
ideas; and by giving them a fillip 
or two, quantum fufficit^ I was fairly 
brought to bed, of my ufual (lumber, 
again. 

Prate^ fays fomebody, was indulged 
by nature to women, by way of exercife, 
in their fedentary occupations of life 4 
and the foul humours thrown off by 
this method, in a certain given time^ 
Are phyfically computed to equal the 
perfplration of a ftrong man, at hard 
labour, all the while. I don't Uke fuch 
an hypothefis of the matter. 'Tis 
making women, like dogs^ to fweat at 
ib6r tongues end. 

The 
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The French, who arc a nation re- 
markable for this fame regimen of 
health, feem to have juftly expreflcd 
the above notion, by their apt phrafe 
for prating, bain bien du pais^ which, 
literally tranQated, is to beat the bocfy 
u journey. 

Na Some politer philofophcr fays 
that a babbling difpofition was given 
to women by Providence, in order to 
fupply ideas to their children, who are 
fooner taught by the ear, than the eye. 
And this is the reafon that might, I 
think, be juftly given, by etymologifts, 
why the native language of every coun- 
try, is ftiled its mother tongue. 

Vol* I. E Some 
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Some Latin epigrammatift gives it 
for a reafon why nature has not ftir- 
aiiflied women with beards, as well as 
men — " that they could not hold their 
f< tongues long enough to be Ihaved." 

S^uam bene prqfpiciens generi natura loquacij 
Ca'vit ut imberbis femina qu^eque foret ; 
Nimirum linguam comfe/cere ne/ciay radi 
Illajii poJU'et femina nulla gents* 

A preacher once, in a fermon on 
Eafter Sunday, faid that our Saviour, 
on rifing from the dead, appeared firft 
to women, that the miracle might ie the 
fooner publijhed abroad. 

And another impertinent parfon, who 
iiad taken his text from the Gofpel of 
the Samaritan, f^d that it was the 

loTigeft 
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longeft in the Bible^ hecaufe a woman 
/peaks in M* ■ ^ 

But what Jlgnifies talking f I don't 
lijce fuch idle re|ledtions. A pulpit, at 
leafl, was no fit placQ, for fuch farcalifs 
jUfi thde. 



E 2 C H A R 
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CHAP. XIV. 
A NEW OLD BALLAD. 

JUST after I had finiflied the laft 
Chapter, I took up a book to amufe 
me. It happened to be a volume of 
the colleftion of antient poetry, pub- 
lifhed fome years ago, by Mr. Percy, 
and which is a treafure in its kind. 

*Tis extremely pleafant to ftray fomc- 
times thro* the wildernefs of infant poefy, 
to contemplate the ftrength, amidft the 
coarfenefs, of Gothic genius, and to re- 
mark the prunings and polilhings which 
a more civilized ftile and manners have 
^vcn it fmce, without adding any thiiig 
either to its folidity or vigour. 

Among 
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Among thefe metrical romances^ as 
they are called, I met with one that I 
took a particular fancy to ; and being 
tired of profe writing, I fat down and 
attempted to render it fomewhat more 
modern, in the ftile, language and ex- 
preflion. I have likewife ufed fome 
other liberties with the original, by 
leaving out one improper, and an other 
impertinent paifage, in it ; as alfo by 
adding fome ftanzas, and altering the 
cataftrophe, intircly. 

For I happened, at the time, to be 
under the influence of too gloomy a 
difpofition of mind, to fufFer the tale to 
finifh happily, as the other does ; and 
were I in my prefent temper to moder- 
nize the Nut-brown maid^ from an hint 
E 3 of 
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of which this ballad feemS to Rave 
been taken, famed Emilia fhould cer- 
tainly not have furvived her joy, in the 
conclufion. 

Whether the freedoms 1 have takert 
tHth this little aflfeding poem^ are within? 
the pitfcription oi fottieallkenct^ or ho^ 
i do not trouble myfelf to confider^ 
as this is the firft, and will probably be 
the laft, effay of the fort, I ihall ever 
attempt. 



KNIGHT 
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KNIGHT WALTER. 

AN ANTIENT TA L £. 

Altered and Modernized^ 

At Waltcr-dak, near Berwick town» 
Clofe by the winding Tweed, 

There liv*d a Knight of high renown,, 
Who rode a milk-white fteed. 

His gallant heart on hazards bent> 

To chivalry inclined. 
In queft of perils oft he went. 

With an undaunted mind. 

One morn^ as at his gate he flood. 

The bridle in his hand. 
Forth ftfpt a,maid, by all allowed 

The faireft in the land. 

E4 O Knight! 
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O Knight ! fhe cried, forbear thy fpecd. 

And liften to my tale, 
Let graze a while thy milk-white ftecd. 

Nor fear I come to rail* 

My apron, fee, become too fhort. 

Of width my girdle fcant. 
But worfe, is loft my fair report, 

A maiden's chiefeft vaunt. 

For thee that prize* did I forego. 
Then leave me not forlorn, 

I'hy love hath caused me all this woe, 
O Ihield me then from fcorn ! 

If that my love hath caused thy woe. 

Thou fhalt not be forlorn, 
Thefe paftures fair, both high and low. 

Shall portion thy firft-born. 

Unkind! 
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Unkindl (he faid, take back thy ^- 

Of paftures high and law. 
For of thy dearer felf bereft. 

They ill can foothe my woe. 

One kifs from thofe dear lips, I prize 
More highly than thy dower^ 

One tender look from thofe bright eyes. 
Than all that Heav'n can pour. 

I muft beftride my milk-white fteed, - 

And hie me hence away. 
To undertake fome hardy deed. 

Through perils night and day. 

The perils of thy hardy deed. 
Knight Walter, let me fhare, 

This boon to me were greater meed. 
Than all thy paftures fair. 



If 
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If then thoxi would'ft my foot-page be. 
Thou muft e*er yet you go, 

Thy green gown fliortcn to the knee. 
Thy golden locks forego, 

O yes, thy foot-page let me be, 

And I will e'er I go. 
My green gown fhorten to the knee. 

My golden locks forego. 

Her locks fhe trimm'd beneath her ear^. 
Her green gown to the knee. 

And doff'd her milled of female fears. 
Knight Walter's page to be. 

Thus all tlic day the rude Knight rode. 

While fhe ran by his fide, 
Ncfi: €'^ to her was once fo good, 

To fay, thou now may'ft ride. 

At 



[ IS J 
4^t length ^ liter crofi'd their wtjr^ • 

Which flow'd up to the bri n, 
On this fide, Ellen, thou muft ftajTr 

None pa& who cannot iVrim. 

He fptirr*d his horfc amidft the flciodt 
And gainM the farther fide^ 

Sad Ellen on the margin ftobdy 
Nor dar'd attempt the tide* 

But love to fear fuperiof far. 
At length infjnr'd her nurtd, 

Tht alternative alike to hti^ 
To fink, or ft^y behind* 

Fond Ellen yielding to her wiU^ 
Plung'd boldly in die ftreaniij 

Courage gave ftrength, and danger Ikill, 
To reach the far extreme. 

Then 
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Then hyeing to Knight Walter's fidcy 

In all her drizzly weed, 
Added fait tears to the frefh tide. 

And lean'd againft his ftecd. 

Look yonder, (Juoth the obdurate Knight, 

Amidft that verdant grove, 
In tower fublime dwells my delight. 

My chafte connubial love. 

I fee the grove, mild Ellen faid. 
The tower and gilded gate. 

May bleflings crown the happy maid. 
Whom thou ftialt chufe thy mate. 

Together to the tower they hafte. 
Where all was trim and gay. 

In feaft and dance the time was pafs'd. 
Until the clofc of day. 

Now 
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Now every gucft exempt from care. 

In flumber lay reposed. 
While haplefs Ellen, thro* dcfpai^i 

Her eye-lids never clos'd 

The Knight refrefh*d, at dawn of dayi 
Caird forth his fleeplefs page, , 

Who anfwering not, at this delay 
He grew into a rage. 

Aroufe, he cried, thou drowfy 'fquire. 
Saddle my miik-white ftecd, 

I muft from hence in hafte retire, 
In queil of gallant deed. 

Up EUcn rofe, but fuilk full foon. 

Beneath the manger's roof. 
In child-bed throes fhe made her moan. 

Which reach'd the tower aloof. 

Her 
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Her labour paft (be •gan to fing^ 

O Lullaby, my cjear, 
3 would thy father were a iJng» 

Thy mother on a bier. 

The Knight was nigh»^*erheapd herplaint^ 

And rufhingto her aid^ 
Enough, hecry'd, thou fore''try'4 ftint^ 

Thy truth be .now repaid* 

Thypadent fufferings heftce are paft^ 

Xhy fgrrows done away^ 
Thy bridal and thy chriftening-fe^ft * 

Shall both be on a day. 

Thanks, generous Knight, my griefe are Rod^ 

Fair Ellen then nepl/d. 
Art thou fo nobly kind, indeed! 

Shcfmil'd, then figVd, and dy'dt 

Dangers 
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Dangers alike to mortal life. 

From jojr or forrow flow. 
But tell th^ wretch opprcf$'d by grief, 

Joy fooner kills than woe. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XV. 
A REFLECTION. 

I Have deduced a fort of moral from 
the ftory, in the laft ftanza above. 
This has been ever my way. I feldom 
read, or think, or write, or Ipeak, upon 
any fubjeft whatfoever, even the moft 
trifling one, without making fome in- 
ference or refleftion tending towards 
philofophy, ethics, or religion. 

Whenever I fport my fancy, as in 
thefe Sheets, *tLs principally with fuch 
views, in order to hit the many heedlels 
readers flying, who might be apt to 
take wing, on the firft alarm of ferious 
documents more formally prefented. 

So 
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So that, in reality, and without a joke^. 
however the confeflioq may difcourage 
too many readers, througfi the following 
pages, the motto of all my writings, 
is this: . 

In quihus fuit propofiti /imjifr a nugis 
Ad bonq tranfire feria, 

I dare not, for myfouly do otherwife. 
Whatever talents, or exertions^ rather, 
I may poflibly be endowed with, were 
not given^ but lent me ; and this only 
on certain conditions, neceflarily im- 
plied in the very grant — to be repaid 
with intereft. 



" Nature never lends 



" The fmalleft fcruple of her excellence, 
«* But, like a thrifty Goddefs, Ihe determiiiei 
'* Herfelf the glory of a Creditor, 
'« Both thankf and ufe." ■ 

VOL.L F ^ We 
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' We have no exclufive property in our 
natural powers, being but Receivers, 
and accountable to our Employer, for 
every facuhy we poflefs. " Where 
" niore is given." With the fame 
^economy we ftiould reafbn too, about 
the goods of fortune. Heaven is not 
partial. 

: And indeed the being good is not fo 
very difficult a matter, as certain lazy, 
or merely indolent people, are generally 
too apt to imagine, and too haftily to 
conclude, in confequence of a wraog 
opinion. Let us but be aftive to per- 
form all thofe offices of humanity or 
afts of benevolence, that we feel our- 
felves naturally inclined to, and refrain 
from every ill deed, only 'till we have 

:^faidy 
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fairly tried how far we rriay be abletd 
refift~the temptation, and the world, on 
the whole, would be found to be in- 
finitely better than it is. 

But the fame fupinenefs that fufFers 
our good inclinations to fall afleep, 
equally prevents us from roufmg our- 
felves againft our evil ones. The firft 
ftruggle with our.paiTions and appetites 
is difficult ; it continues unpleafant 
through many fubfequcnt experiments v 
but decies repetita placebit^ believe me, 
if you have but refolution to continue 
the ftrife fo long. 

For I deny, and am ready to take 

my oath againft, the vile Arimanian, or 

^Manichcan jprinciple, both of morolifts 

P 2 .and 
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iuid divines, that there is a natural ten- 
dency in mankind, to evil. Paffions- 
are not vices, though they may be thc' 
fomes peccati that Mahomet faid the 
Angel Gabriel had cut out of his heart, 
^ Our Creator endowed us with the firft ; 
and unlefs the Devil was permitted to 
have fome hand in our compofition, 
the latter could not poffibly have been 
any part of that original nature, vhich 
we brought into the world with us. 

•On the contrary, I affirm that man 
is created with a genuine difpofition to 
virtue. The irregularity, the excefs of 
paflions, ungovernable only becaufe un- 
governed^ or a miftaken notion of felf- 
intereft, may ^ betray to vice ; but I 
require no further inftcnce to fupport 

njy 
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niy pofirion, than this fingle faft ; that 
the moft profligate villain, or the mod 
cruel tyrant, will infenfibly be melted 
into tears, on the recital of an unhappy 
jflory, or the reprefcntation • of an af- 
fefting tragedy. 

What then would fignify this har- 
rowing up the foul, if the feeds of be- 
nevolence, companion, and virtue, were 
not originally fowh in the heart, how-* 
eVer fince choked up with weeds and 
briars, for want of due cultivation ? 
Let moral Satirifls and Syftematical 
Parfons, then, be henceforth filent, on 
fo hazardous a thefis, as proves virtue 
to be unnatural, and a good man a 
moral monfter ; and fpare their poor 
fouls the impiety of a tenet, which muft 
F3 ne- 
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ncocffarily imply Heaven to be tHcr 
author of all fm. 

Sluod eft caufa cauf^^ caufa eftcaufatij 
hrds true in met^phyfics, as in phyfics. 
If I make a man drunk, I am anfwcrabic 
for all the ill confequences of his phren- 
^,.both to himfelf and others^ The 
fending my chaplain^ afterward^, to cxr 
iiort him to afts of fobriety, in fucb a 
ftate^ wiirnot excufe me. 



-** For we bid thk be done. 



"When evil deeds have their permiflrverpaTs, . 
"And not the punifliment." ■ ■ 

. The notion, of innate ideas has been 
long juftly exploded *. Then what 

can 



• I refign the do£lrine. I defended it long ;. 
*^\ I difcovered that I had mifiaken fenti- 
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eanr give us principles, either good or 
bad, but reafon, education, precept, • 
or exampk? Paffions are ftrong, in 
proportion to the vigour of the body, 
or our indulgence of them. A weaker 
propenfity complied with, will become 
more uncontrollable, than a ftronger 
one which we have been ufcd to refiff. 
The philofopher who ftruck a tu* 



ntentf for idea; and 'tis only an imprej/ton. 
We have no original notion of juftice and in- 
jaftic«9 virtue or vice; but when thefe qualities 
are explained to us, we^love the one, and hate 
the other. This impreifion muft be innate, 
tho' not the idea. For all that reafon can do, 
is to convince; but it cannot perfuade. Some 
natural pulfe of the heart or mind, muft be 
touched within». before our affections can feel 
"^ intereft. ^ 

F 4 ". tot. 
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tor on receiving an affront from hk 
fcholar, in my opinion jpointed his rc- 
fentment right. What a leffon is here^ 
to parents and preceptors. This lays 
the blame where it really fhould be.— 
They have every vice and immorality 
of their children and pupils, to anfwer 
for. 

I hold it to be a much fafer doftrinc 
fto render men accountable for the exer- 
cife and prefcrvation of thofe good qua- 
lities and difpofitions they are primarily 
formed with — to convince them that 
depravity arifes not ffom their firft, 
but fecond nature — than to fuffer 
human frailty to indulge and palliate 
its weakncfs, with fo dangerous and blat 
phemous a notion, as that the feeds of 

vice 
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Vice afc fc^ttercd into our original com- 
polition, by the hands of our Creator, 

If this were true, the leven mufl: 
*' grow with our growth, and ftrengthen 
" with our ftrcngth," and might argue 
us to be no more accountable, for our 
moral deformity, than for any other 
phyfical blemifli, we might accidentally 
have brought into the world with us. 
In fine, my opinion of mankind, is the 
fame with what Quintus Curtius fays of 
Clitus, " that he had virtues, by nature, 
*' and vices but by habit/* 

I hope that *tis no crime to think 
with Seneca, ipfaque in rectum ge- 
NiTOs naturuj ft emendari velimus^ juvai ; 
tho' this may differ a little from the no- 
tion 
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tibn of bur being born in Jin. And wc 
Ihould live and die in it too, it feems^ 
but for foreign afliftance. The proper 
conftnidion of orthodoxy is, m Heaven 
without a parfon — no penny ^ no Pater- 
Nojier. For priefts are apt to magnify 
your danger, as phylicians do your dif- 
order, in order to make a merit or a< 
profit of your cure.. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A SHORT DEMONSRTATION 
OF .PROVIDENCE: 

SOME oflFer a ftraw, a hair, or a, 
drop of water, to your confidera- 
tion, in proof of this propofition; but 
thefe are too fimple inftanccs, and re- 
quire, a deeper philofophy than is ne- 
ceflary to the argument. Others dif- 
feft an animal, point to the planets, or 
urge the flux and reflux, of the ocean. 
Kut thefe are too complex, and relate 
to fcience. P fhall therefore only pre- 
fent to your refleftion a certain fpecies 
of herb, called Valifneriay as being a 
proof equally obvious, both to the igr 
aocant, and: the wife.. 

Thi^ 
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This plant grows in feveral parts of 
France and Italy, more particularly on, 
ot rather in, the Rhone, as it is an aqua- 
tic, and requires to have both its root 
and ftem always in the water-, nothing 
appearing above it, but its head, which 
is a large heavy flower. 

This river, and others where it 
grows, arc fubjeft to fink low, in dry 
feafons, and to rife high, frequently, by 
fudden fhowers, to the difference of fe- 
veral feet ; in either of which cafes, 
the flower might be deftroyed ; for the 
flightnefs of the fl:alk is not fufficient 
to fupport its weight. At low watery 
it would tumble, head forempft, into 
the fl:ream, to rot and perifh; and if 
not enabled to ftretch its neck, and 

keep. 
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keep its head above water, in a flood, 
it would likewife be drowned and de- 
ftroyed. 

But both thefe dangers are equally 
' guarded againfl, by the peculiar con- 
ftruftion of the ftem, which is formed 
fpirali like a cork-fkrew, and enables 
it to extend, or contraft itfelf to the 
different depths of the river, fo as to 
prefcrve this vegetable in a perfedt ftate 
of fafety, in either of thefe circum- 
ftances, during whatever period nature 
has given to its exiftence. , 

There is furely fomething beyond 
fortuition^ here; for let us,' for argu- 
ment fake, fuppofe, along with the 
.dynces of impiety, that a Ample con- 

4 courfe 
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c&urfe of atoms might poflibly, in fe- 
culo fasculorum, be capable of dancing 
at laft into the beft of all pojftbk worlds^ 
yet, in this inftancc, there certainly is 
no jig. 

rHere nature convinces us <3f 'a ptnr- 
pofe, a defign, by the contrivance of a 
moft lingular piece of mechanifin, which 
equally adapts itfelf to the two oppofitc 
ftates of the plant, cither in a drought, 
or flood, and which may both happen, 

as^ they frequently do, within the very 
fame hour. 

. J^rafentemque refert ^ualibet herha deum. 

This is *the only vegetable, of the 
iind, in the known world. Thebota-"^ 
nifts may call it a weedy if they pleafe, 

but 



[ 95 ] 

%>ut I fhall ever henceforth ckem it the 
J'ree of knowledge. Fools cry out for 
iniracles, to aid their Faith in Provi- 
dence ; as if all nature was not one. 

But natural miracles^ if I mayufe the 
expreflion, lofe their efficacy, from the 
conftancy, itgularity and familiarity of 
the objefts ; though let the philofopher 
but take a peep behind the curtain, 
and they recover their conviftion again: 
For there we trace a chain of caufes and 
«ffefts, up to their ne plus AilfrOy and 
finding the higheft link to be but an 
effeil ftill, philofophy muft neceflafiiy 
tlien be obliged to borrow from the- 
ology its final caufe. 



C HAP. 



CHAP. XVIL 
PROPHANE AUTHORITY. 

LISTEN to what Voltaire fays, 
upon this fubjeft, who is as little 
.to be fufpefted for a prieft-riddcn fu- 
perftition, as myfel£ In fine, hear 
what reafon and philofophy didate on, 
this topic, independent of religion or 
revelation. 

Of the Necessity of believing a 
Supreme Being*. 

The great objeft, the. great intereft^ 
in my opinion, is not to argue this 

^ Queflions fur TEn cyclopedic, voL 4. ar- 
ticle DieUf fedion 4. Ai this voluminous 

work 
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vpdnt met^phyfically, but to confider 
whether it be for the advantage of .us 
helplefs, though indigent mortals, to 
admit of a rewarding and avengii^ 
• God, who may ferve a^ a reftraint and 
-a confolation, or rejedt the idea, isjL 
abandoning ourfelves to our calamities^ 
without hope, and to our crimes, with- 
out remorfe? 

* 'Hobbes fays, that if in a nation 
'where they did not acknowledge a 
Deity, any perfon fhould prbpofe the 
» belief of one to them, they would hang 
t him up, direitly. He mull, by. this 

-work is not, nor indeed fhould it be, in every 
body's hands, I ihall give a tranflation of the 
;paflage9 here. • 

Vol.. I. G ftrangc 
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iftran^ exaggeration, mean any prea:chdr 
who would rule, any mountebank who 
would tyrannize, in the name of the 
Lord '9 but not thole virtuous perlbil% 
v^ho fenfiblc of the imbecility of man- 
kind, of its perverfenefe and mifery; 
fcek for fome certain ftay, whereoA 
^o fix their morak ; and a prep to fuftain 
poor human nature under the languor^ 
^ the apiijlignsi aod <?ther trials^j^ of life. 

From Job down to the prefent tunc, 
what numbers have tjewailed thdr exr 
iftence! we have, therefore,, a conftaixif 
need of confolatjon and hope. Your 
philofophy * deprives you of thefe rc- 



• Speaking, as it were, I0 Hobtes. 

feurccs. 
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t&mca. The fable of Pandora is infi- 
nitely prderable to it. This leaves u» 
.H<^, at kaft. Yours gives^Defpair, 

. Yourphilolbphy, you fay, can fug- 
^ft to you no proof of an hereafter. 
Be it fo. But it can urge no demon- 
ilration of the contrary. We arc fen- 
cfible of an indivifible principle exifting 
within us, which is capable jof feeling 
and thinking, though we are not, in- 
adeed^ able to account for .the quomedo 
of this intelligence. Reafon does not 
ojplpofe itfelf to fuch an idea, though 
alone it is not fufficient to prove it. 

Has not this opinion then an infinite 

advantage, over yours ? Mine is greatly 

^hcficial to itiankihd; yours prcjudi- 

G 2 eiaf 



'Cial to them, in the higheft degree. 
Yours might, notwithftanding. your 
ap6logy, encourage your Nero's, your 
Alexander's the Sixth, your Cartouche?, 
&c. Mine might llipprefs therti. 
Marcus Antoninus and 'Epiftetus be- 
lieved that their monads of whatfoever 
kind it might Idc, /would rejoin the 
monad of AH Intelligence, and were 
the mdft virtuous of men. 

In the uncertainty we both of i!s 
labour under, at prefent, I fhall not fay 
to you, with Pafchal, take the fur efi fide 
. of tht ifueflion. There - is nothing cer- 
tain, in uncertainty*. Our bufinefs 



• The cxpreflion ii^ Voltaire is J>renez Je plus 
:fur^ j^hich I have tranflatcd in the fenfe that he 
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hiere is not to calculate the odds, but"^ 
to inveftigate the fubjeft. We are to 
judge only, and our choice is to have 
no manner of weight in our fentencCe. 

I' do not require you to believe an/ 
thing extraordinary, in* order to dra^^ 
you out of your perplexity ; I do not 
fay, go to Mecca, and kifs the ^lack 
Jloney to be inftrufted- bold a c&w'hy 
the taili muffle yourfclf up in a cowl 5 
be a fool, or a fanatic, to win the. fa^^ 
vour of the Being of Beings^ - 

feexns. to have taken it, by his remark on it> in ' 
his next fentence ; but Pafchal fnuft Certainly 
have meant the fafeft; not the fur^Jt^ by plup 
Jur^ which conftrudion the words will equally' 
bear, Fenelon had faid the fame^ before hiin^ 
U^hat tfthertjhouldhe an hereafter ! 

G' 3 * ' Ibnly. 



I onljr^ys continue to cultivate jwar 
virtue, be bctefieent, look down upon- 
all fuperftkion with horrori or compaf- 
fioh, but join with me to adore the Pro- 
yidence which is n^anifeft throv^hout- 
all n^t\i|c, and canfeqpuently to worlhip*^ 
tflie Great Author gf it, the firft and final 
Cavfe of alL And hope with me th^ 
9ur igionads, which are capable of rea- 
i^nipg uppn the Supreme Intelligence^, 
may arrive at happihefs, through its^ 
means. 

There is no contradiction, in fuch a- 
prefumption -, you cannot demonftfate 
ihe imppffibility of it, tho* I confefe 
mjdfelf equally incapable of affording 
you a mathematical proofs that it is j(b. 
There is na arguing, in metaphyfics, 
'^ > but 
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but upon probabilities. .WC:>are botfal 
of us fwimming in the ix^dft^ o£ aQ* 
oceant whofe coaft we are alike ignorant 
of* What madnefs would it be, then,. 
to crois and joftle, in the deep ! Let 
every one ftrive to fbift for thcmfelves^ 
But thofe who fliould cry out, youfwim 
in vMn^ there is ffojhore^ would certaihly 
difcourag& your endeavours, and abattf 
your ftrengthrf 

What does our argument tfcnd to? 
To confole ourfelves under the unhap- 
pinefs of our prefect exiftence. Who 
OHnforts us beft. You or I? You 
yourfelf acknowledge, in fome part of 
your works, that the belief of a God has 
ofbn reilramed men from the adual' 
conunifliod of a purpofed crime. This 
G 4 coiv- 
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confeffion is enough, for me.* If this 
Opinion has prevented but ten afTaffina- 
tlons, ten falfe teftimonies, ten unjuft 
decrees, in the \(rorId, I hold that the- 
tvhole world ought to encourage and 
embrace it. 

Religion, you fay, has caufed num- 
berkfs perfecutions, cruelties and maf^ 
facres. Say fuperftition, rather,, which 
is the great defpot of our miferable 
globe. This is die nioft powerful iene- 
my of that pure and fpiritual worlhip 
which fhould be paid to the Supreme 
Being. Let us deteft this unnatural 
monfter that has ever been ftabbing 
the breaft of its mother, from whence 
it derives its nourifhment. Thofe who 
take arms ag^inft it, are the benefactors 

of 
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ofc mankind. 'Tis a fcrpent that^in- 
Tohres religion in its folds, and w€ 
(hould endeavour to crufh its hcad^ 
without hurting the viftim which it. in- 
fc6ls and devours. 

You are afraid that the worlhip of 
a Deity may. lead to fuperftitioA and 
fanaticiim -, but is it not much more to 
be apprehended that by denying one, 
we may be led to abandon ourfelves to 
rfie vileft paflions and moft fhocking 
crimes ? Between thefe two extremes^ 
is there not a happy medium to be hit 
on? But where is the terra firma to 
be found b^ttwcen thefe gulphs and 
quickfands ? Behold it — God, and the 
Laws. 

' You 
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You affirm that there is but one Aep^ 
l)cftween adoration and fuperftitioci; 
But I ajSirm that there are paces in* 
finite, to found minds; and fuch itioft 
happily abound^ in the prefent world 
They are at the head of nations, they" 
influence the public manners^ and, jocar 
after year, faitaticifm, which- once fliat- 
dbwed the earthy fees itfelf ftri^ of itt- 
moil helliih ufurpations. : ? 

T ihall now fpeak 2 word or two »^ 
a paflage in your work, where you fay^ 
** if we prefume any intercourfe or con- 
*• ncftion between this incredible Being^. 
•^ and his creature, wcAould raife altarf^ 
•* to him, make him oflferings,^ &c. if 
.•* we do not confider the matter in dii$ 

r light. 



^li^^ we muft, however, nrfooui*^ 
^ iekres to the pmfts,. who, &c» &co. 

^he great, hard&ip, truly, to thank 
€k>d in the midft of harveft, for the 
fasread'he gives us to eat! But whathaa 
put oSeringi into your head ? The very, 
idea h abfurd and ridiculous* Bui/ 
whae h the harm o£ employing a. 
peribn, whom we may ftile either elder^ 
OF prieft,. if we pkafe,. to offer up our 
grateful acknowle^ments to the Deity» 
in the nskwm of the congregration; pror 
¥ided that this fame officiator be not 9. 
Gwgory the Seventh^ who trod on the* 
necks of kings, or an Alexamfer thr 
Sxth, who committed inceft with his^ 
own natural daughter, and affaQkiated 
and poifoned, by the afliftance of his 

bailard 
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feffiard fon, almoft all his neighbouring ; 
princes— provided that this fame parilh 
prieft be not a knave picking the poQ- 
kets of thofe who come' to his confef- 
fional, to enable him to bribe and dc^ 
bauch the girls he is catechifing — ^pro^ 
vided that this fame confeflbrbe not a 
TeKierj who threw a whole kingdom in* 
to confufion, by villanies that'deferved 
the gibbet or ■■ ^ — - 



■ -. Thefe latter cafes, how- 

ever, are rare. The (late of prieft-hood 
is a reftraint which obliges to de- 
corum. 

AfboliOr 
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A foolifh parfon excites contempt, 
and a knavilh one irifpires horror •, but , 
a good paftor, mild, pious, free from 
fuperftition, charitable, and inclined. to 
.toleration, is a man one Ihould both re- 
fpc6t and proteft. You fear the abufe 
of the order; -and fo do I, too. Let us 
then, join our endeavours to prevent 
;it; but let us not condemn an inftito- 
tion that may be rendered fo very ufe- 
ful tofociety, when it isnot perverted 
by fanaticifm, -^vice, or hypocrify. 

I have one-. very :in)portant thing to 
fay to you, jiow. i am perfuadcd that 
•you are. in. a very great error, but I am 
alfo convinced that ^you are; ingenuoufly 
deceived, yourfelf. You would have 
the world virtuous, even without the 

Jjelief 



>b6)iif of a Deity. Tltou^ yotf have 
indeed unfortunately &i4, ** that if vigc 
*^ could render sL man happy^ he oughe 
•^to be vicious.**^ A mofl: fhocking 
t^pbfition, that ydur , friends fhould hmc 
jjrcvaitcd en you to have ftruck out rf 
j^ycmr works. In every othcf <paFt> 4 
.acltnowledgc that you ipeak morallf 
t€nough« 

This^hilofophic argument will 011I3F 
>be debated between you and ibnac othcf 
tmetaphyfical adepts fcattered through ^ 
iEuropc. The reft of ttef w<m4* will, 
jjTobabiy, netrer hear $l woVd <Sf is; 
The vufgar read us noC If foftic otCF* 
jrfghteous theblogiflrihouldftir upa^p^- 
ibdution ag^ftft you^^ oa this account 
he wQ^ldy as fuGli j^crfonsipnteraUy at<, 

be 
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besrachiadiewrQngof ic Fk would 
only a& a pact that would but confirm 
your profelytes, and render Atheifts 
.nartjFrs*. 

You are.(icrtainly in the wrong, friend 
Hobbes; but die Greeks did not per- 
ftaotc Epicurus, nor did the Romana 
jOfdSt an iaquifiuon againfl: Lucredus« 
Xott are certainly in the wrong ; but 
we ftould sefpe& your talents and your 
mrictuc^ though we are combating your 
vdogmas with all our might and main. 

The beft honnAgc,. in my opinioru 
^that we can render the Deity, is to vinr- 
clicate hb eflence, without wrath; as 
ithe moll, unworthy idea we can poflibly 
give of him^ isi to rcjprefent him furious 

and 
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; arid vindidlive. He is truth, itfelfvj 

. and truth is difpaffionate. *Tis to be 

his true difciple to fpeak of him as. a 

being of infinite benignity, and of an 

c unalterable fpirit. 

• 1 agree with' you that rdigious fana- 
ticifm is a monfter, a thoufand times 
more dangerous than a philofophic 
Atheifm. Spinofa never committed 
one'l)ad aftion. Chatel and Ravaillac, 
both devotees, afl^flinated Henry the 
Fourth. 

The library athetfl: is gener^ a 
tranquil philofopher. The fanatic is 
Mways turbulent and fadHous. But 
a court atheift, an atheiftical prince, 
may be the peft of mankind. Borgia 

-and 
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mi ftthcr icoundrekt qf (he fth« $fa|Eb 
imrc done almoft as mpcb mifchkft 
as the fanatics of Munfter gi|d dbct 
CevuvDcs. I %eak of the bigots^ im 
botk fides. " 

The only danger erf cabinet atheifts^ 
is dr niaking of court one^^ Ciuron 
p^iiCii^di Achilles^ and nourilh^ hin^ 
m(h Uon*s marrow. jSoon after, die 
pupil dragged the body of Heftof 
§ho^ the walls of Troy, and (kw % 
fdoz^r) innocent captives, to flake his 
vengeance. 

Heaven (hield us from ajpi hprriil 
priefl: who haflied a king in pieces with 
iiis deaver ; or of an ot^ter, who wit|i 
M hdmet on his head, and ^ cuirafs 

Vol. I. H ^ oir 
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on his Ihoulders, at the age of three- 
icore and ten, dared iign with Jiis three 
bloody fingers the ridioilousy but in- 
f(dent excommunication of a king of 
France-, or of ■ ; v or of 

; or of — ' 

And Heaven preferve us alfo irom 
an outrageous and barbarous dfefpot^ 
who not believing in a God, became 
himfclf a devil; who rendered himfelf 
unworthy of the facred charafter he 
wore, by trampling upon thofe duties 
which his ftation claimed ; -who faeri- 
ficed without remorfe, his allies, his 
relations, his fervants, his people, to 
his paffions. Thefe two tigers laft men* 
tioned, the one fliaved, and the other 
crowned, are equally to be dctefted 

and 
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and feared. By vhat ties can Aich in-« 
fklcls be feftrained ? &c. &c. . ; 

The belief of a God, with whom our 
Ipirits are to be rejoined, made jrour 
Titus's, your Trajans, your Antonines, 
your Marcus Aurelius's, and thofc great 
Ghinefe Emperors, whofe memory is' 
ftill fo precious in the fccond of the 
inoft antient and vaft empires of the 
world. Thefe examples are fufficient 
for my caufe, and my caufe is that of 
all mankind. 

I do not believe that in all Europe 
there is One perfon, now, of the le^ 
rank in life, or the fmallell acquaint- 
ance with the world, who has not the 
moil fovereign contempt for all the le- 
H 2 gends 
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gends wc htvc been formerly fo fmo^ 
thered with-^^alnioft as much is we are 
with pamphlets, in the prefent age. 

If religion, I mean its pretence, no 
longer raifes civil wars, among us, 'tis 
to philofophy alone that we are indebt- 
ed, for our peace. Theological ftrifes 
have begun to be regarded with the 
fame indifference and contempt, that 
we look upon the altercations of Giles 
s^d Pierot, at our fairs. 

An ufurpation on the fenfe and rights 
of mankind, founded on the knavery 
9f one part, and the folly of the other, 
is undermined, every day, by reafon, 
•^f^hich feems at length to have vindi- 
cated her natural empire, among men. 

The 
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The Bbll $H mu^dmimj the high^ft 
pitch of infolence ;^d folly, dare not 
ibew k$ face, now, even in the Di^efe 
of Rome. If a regiment of friars 
ihould attempt the leaft evolutioa 
againft the laws of the ftate, it would 
inftantly be put to the rout. 

But what then ! becaufe the Jcftrits 
are expelled from fociety, muft we 
baniih God, alfo ? On the contrary, we 
&€uld adore him the more, for fiicb 
an inftancc of his providence*. 

ACo- 



^ So far Voltaire, who wanders a good deal 
front the fnbjcdt, towat di tk« latter part, as ta 
mAial wit^ him, in oitleF to indulge hit {^ttn 
againfl bifhops, priefts a«fd deacons. Thi; 
ihaved heads he points td^ do indeed deferve 
H 3 the 
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: A Corollary^ from the two fore- 
going Chapters. . 

From the belief of a Providence, 
'the immortality of the foul may, ' I 
think, be fairly deduced. 

We have a natural pras-fentiment of 
it. Our hopes, our reafon, oui- philo- 

the fulleU anathema of his fatire, but his viru- 
lence againil the crowned one^ he hints at, has 
niore of pique and refenttnent in it, than of 
truth or juilice, I hope and believe. At leaft 
his chara£ter has not reached us yet,, in fitch a 
light. And as to his charge of atheifm againil 
him, I fancy that this is alfo of a piece with his 
Other exaggerations, and has too much in it of 
the very prieflcraft he condemns, ^hrck is apt 
iK> impute this unphilofophic bkfphemy to 
every one who does not believe juft as' they do^ 
or pretend to do, themfelves. 

• The King of P-..—. 

fophy 
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fophy concur in thefe opinions. God 
muft love the virtuous. Our reward is 
not of this life. Where then ? We. are 
rendered both happier and better, by 
the fond idea, h fuch a notion pre- 
fcnted to our minds, like the. tree of 
knowledge, to be viewed pnly, but not 
ienjoyed P If it be but a dream, we are 
deceived. We cannot admit Provi- 
dence to be capable of a deceit, though 
for our good. The pious Jratds arQ ja 
meannefs unbecoming even a man. I 
rould never tell my children that pills 
"were fugar plums, or that • bkeding 
Vould tickle them. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 
tWNATURAL PHlLOSOi^HT. 

AMONG the vulgar ttton UiMd 
at, m my third Chapter* pteaft 
to reckoA tbe ftran^ notion of the 
tn^ and female fesces of plants^ and 
that theiir ui^unSimt copulative is ahfi)^ 
lutely neceffiiry to the contintiation of 
their ^cies. 

This was indeed an antient opinion ^ 
9» whdc nio4em one i^ not I Bacon, iu 
his aphorifms, fays, that then^wefr Mngf 
are the oldejl. So that we may equivo- 
cally, though jufUy, fay, that things can 



Paragraph ftft, but two. 
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only be dftem^d newy now, by beiilg 
ftnewtd. But this one would not be 
worth the while to refute, if within thii 
laft and enlightened Century, it had 
not been revived, affirmed, and pre- 
tended to have been proved,, by fucB 
learned and laborious naturalifts, as 
LittftSBUs, Grew, Ray, Morland, &c; 

I do htt rfccolfeft now, for I always 
write without book, whether Miller^ 
^F.R. S. in his Diftionary, fbfters diii 
notfen,. this brat of the brairi, thougH 
no Minerva^ or no. But poffibly he 
may have been led into this error, be- 
caufe he is a man ofltarning\ and it rt^ 
quires a tolerable proficiency in fcienccf 
to be isl^ to cultivate a miftake, whic!k 
* any 



any illiterate gardener, or nurferyman 
* could prove the falfity of, by demon- 
ftratiVe experience. 

Yes. I do now remember, that he 
does fupport this fame piece of won- 
derful philofophy •, for we find him, in 
the Philofophical Tranfa6tions, concur- 
ing with Meffieurs Martin and Watfon, 
F. R. S. or Fellow Ravers in Science^ 
with regard to the different genders of 
Holly ; which they fay are fome maf- 
culine, fome feminine, and others her- 
maphrodite ; or the common of two. 

Now I take the liberty to deny this 
lanimai fpecies of generation, even to 
the Palm-Tree, though it bids fairer 
for fgch an analogical method of pro- 
pagation, 
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jpagation, than any other we know of ^ 
as one kind of it bears flowers, without 
fruit, while another produces dates,- 
without ever flowering. 

Befidcs, there is a phyfKal decodionr 
made from what is called the female of 
this*plant, which is faid to have a pecu- 
liar medical eflicacy in it, for ireedmg- 
womeHy which might ferve further to 
argue a fort of fexual fimpathy between 
them. Lefs plaufibility has founded 
many a fyftem. 

^ If this piece of arch-philofophy were 
true, I fhould think that the chafte 
Senfitive plant could never have fub- 
filled, after the fall, when gender was 
^lit in two, in order to be fpliced toge- 

dicr 
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ther again -, for its native coyncfs would 
never have fubmitted to continue its 
§)ecies, by contaSl. ' How unhappy for 
an hundred thoufand million of fouls^ 
at leaft, that Eve happened not to have 
been fuch an other hopeful fprig of 
Grace! 

I wonder much that thefc rare phi- 
lofophers have not yet promoted this 
extraordinary vegetable laft mentioned, 
to th& dignity of animal life, anfiong 
the number of more unworthy ones, oa 
which they have, like princes, conferred 
this preferment. Such as the fea weeds, 
named by the learned ZoopbytfSj t;he 
corallines, or madrepores, the belem- 
nites, polyfchides, alciniums, fucus's, 
&c. found growmg on rocks, oyfter?, 

and 
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and otber ihcU-fifti. But indeed Lin-' 
nams does fccm to comprehend it with 
the reft, under one general endowment, 
io his treatife De Somno pUntarum, pf 
the Sleep of Vegetables. 

But plants may be raifed, by layers, 
as well as by feed. — Then vrtiat be- 
comes of your fexual philofophy, prsf ? 
Do animals propagate by legs or arms, 
fingers or toes? But not to prefi tfacfc 
j^nnaturalifts too faft, I fhall kave their 
pfaikibphy a century or two more, to. 
find out that the vegetable creation has 
no other mairix but its mother earthy 
to truft to, for its generation* 

And then this will be deemed a new 
di&ovcry, though ordy a nnefssfal of 

mine. 
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mkic, which is but die revival of fomc^ 
©Id weeding woman's notion, long be- 
fore me ; as Galileo borrowed from 
Copernicus a fyftem that had been 
handed down to him by tradition, from' 
Pythagoras. 

What might, I ftippofe, have at firft 
given rife to this whimfical origin, was 
t;hc pleafant fUpterftition of fuppofing 
triees to have been informed with a'fpe- 
cies of intelleftual beings^ called Hama- 
dryads -^ znd 'the grofs antients could 
frame to thcmfclves no idea of intelli- 
gence, without fenfuality; which they^r. 
imputed even to their v try Gods. > 

. This expreffion I reftraha- chiefly to 

the male Deijcies J. for though they wer& 

^ \ moll 
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mbft of them a parcel of fad Rakes, 
yet to the honour of the other fex be it 
faid aloud, that there was but one Lady 

, , among the female Divint 

ties. So that their High Might inejfes 
were frequently obliged to come tumi- 
Wing down from the Ikies, for recreation, 
and pick up girls for themfelves, here 
and there, as well as they could,, hy 
fraud or force, here below. ^ • 

Some poet feems to have a notion of 
this fame fexual dodlrine of plants, 
when, upon defcribing the effeft that 
his miftrefs's bathing in a river, near a 
grove, had upon univerfal nature, fays, 

'" The trees themfelves rufli'd in the flood— 

«* Were e'er fuch amorous fticks of wood !*' 

: Withafal, lal, &c, 

And 
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And an other anticnt bard begins bb 
ibng thus—" Holly and Ivy went to 
^ the wood." What the ballad fay$ 
they did together, there, I really forget j 
but upon the prefumptipn of the cu^ 
rious philofophy we are fpeakjng o^ 
may we not fupppfc that they mighf 
have retired thither, like the boar and 
Ipw, in the Reheaffal. " There tp 
^ confummate, &:c." One cannot fay 
too many ridiculous things, upon fo 
foolilh a fubjeft. 

What a charming delirium was the 
<old pagan fuperilitbn, which turned 
^ whole creation into fairy land, by 
the force of an enthufiaftic imagination. 
Whax a rich fpurce fpr Ovid to dieriv^ 
his metamorphofes from— And what 

4 have 
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vhave -we gained fince, by our more ra- 
tional philofophy? Which would be 
che pleafanter, to tread in air, or trot 
on terra Jirma ? 

■ ^ 
Tlic idea of fupematural and invifiblc 

witnefles of their aftions, muft have 
had an happy cfFeft toward regulating 
the condudt of them. It was not feoTf 
as the prefumptuous >atheift fays, that 
firft made gods ; but the prior notibn . 
of fome fuperior being, that created 
fear, by impreffing the mind of man 
with an awe of fome power above them- 
fclves J whifch is a fentiment we natu- 
rally feel, before we begin, to reafon 
upon. 



YoL.L I Chap. 



C H A P, XEX. 
D I T T O. 

I H E ingeniaus memoir, ftiled iTbe 
natural h0ory ^f JntSy prefented 
to the academy of fcietices, in Paris, 
feveral years ago, which has been tranf- 
' lated into dl languages, and received 
universally for faft, happens tlfo, like 
the former conceit, xo be more ingeni- 
ous, than true. 

Thcf tieiAer bite off riie heads of 
COWij nor hoard up granaries, as pmvi- 
dtaar of dw iutore. And this for two 
jcfpecial reafons — that the firfl would 
not anfwer the end of preventing the 
ihc grain from growing; ,and the latter 
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would be an ufelefi ftore to animals 
that remain in a torpid ftatc, during 
tthc whole winter. For if ants are not 
one of them already, they may be 
added to the clafe oi tht /even Jleepers. 

I do not mean the Adelphi martyrs, 
•vof the Xj^lden Legend^ whom Gregory de 
Tours reports to have moft pioufly 
fiiored out an hundred and feventy 
years of their lives, in a tyrant's cave, 
to the great edification of the faithful 
in miracles. What I mean, are the 
feven real, natural flecpers ; the f^al- 
low, dormoufe, &c. The miracles of 
Providence, notofpriefts. 

I (hould never have ventured to have 

ijueftioned fo pretty a piece of philofo- 

1 2 phy. 
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5)hy, if it might in any fort be thought 
to impeach either the wifdom or the 
veracity of Solomon the Great, Who 
has framed fo fine a moral precept on a 
jpifmire. Go to the ant^ thou Jluggard^ 
&c. But indeeed the peculiar oecono- 
my of thefe infedls, in preparing habi- 
tations to defend themfelVes from the 
rains, thefrofts^ and fnows^ during theii: 
forefeen ftate of infenfibility, was fuf- 
ficicnt alone to have recommended thefe 
provident animals to that peerlefs phi- 
lofopher, naturaliit, and moraliil, as an 
example of induftry and foreciaft. 

Parvula^ nam exmplo g/?, magm formka 
Jaboris^ &c. ^ 

Kay 
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Nay even Mahomet was inlpired whK' 
fuch a reverence for this fame digni- 
lied infed, that he has intitled one of 
die chapters of his Alcoran, the Pi/mire^ 
and has named fome other of them tbe 
Spider^ which is another little induftri- 
ous houfcwife, alfo. St. Bafil has writ- 
ten' a panegyric, on a Pifmirc, likewife. 

But I need not have been fo veiy 
fcrupulous,. upon this point, neither ;> 
for I apprehend that the Bible was 
given us as a rule of faith, only, not of 
philofc^hy^ Though the kamed Hut- 
chinfon deities: the latter pofuion^ and 
renders every letter in the Hebrew Al- 
phabet, myftical. In^ fo^ m^ch, that 
each word, in that infpired language,, 
not onljr. names the thing it Hands for, 
I 5 but 



but impScs die very nature of' it,> 

An4 the fuper*ingemou$ Do^r Pike^ 
tn od^er great caba)a&, Im \m^mh^rt 
to prove, and has really done 6^j in hir 
0um waj^ that the OJd Ti^ftAmtnt con- 
tains the true principles of aU phiioio^ 
phy; but myftically concealed in the 
Hebrew text, 'till poftcrity had puzzled 
their wits to find them out by them- 
ielves, firft. 

Now if fuch liHrd adepts^ as thefe 
Hebraeans, were to become botanical 
fexualifts, with Linrosus, Grew, Ray,. 
&c. * 1 (hould not be ie^ much furpri- 

* Sw th? 1^ ^^^m* 

zed; 



>>^ 



»d\ as tfasir infatuatioQ mig^t poffibly 
be iomewhac excuftble fi)r imputirig. 
cKtraondinajy powers or fupernitunit 
feculties,, to Hebrev^ ra$ts^ W,Icaft. . 

Net that this iktnc magic^ language" 
poflcflcs the fok and cxclufive privi 
kgp of efficient words. For have not 
' Hypoftafis, in Greek ; tranfubftantia- 
tion, in Latin; chtirdk, in Engliikt 
kirk, in Scotch s and mafs, fromwheacc 
maffacri\i in Irifli; with feme other fruit- 
ful monofyllaWes, frequently produced 
moft fignal events in the world ? 

But what better cou}d be expe£l:e(ji 

of learning, when 'tis (b notorious-f-4 

hope thext are no fceptics by — That 

I 4 Cadmm, 
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Cadmiis, who was the firil inventor- of 
fetters, fowed atfo the feeds of difcord 
*id flaughter, by generating an. army 
from ferpent's^ teetb. 

I hzvc flopped my hand, here, ex mera 
motu *, and not from the want of fufii- 
cient fubjeft matter to have proceeded 



* Here is a choice morfel for that pedant 

H h, that eatameman critic, to nibble 

at,, irt his next ur^entlemanfy maga:fine, by ob- 
ferving upon the con tradition between j^o/>pifig, 
and motion; for he is one of thofe poor fcholars 
who take expreffions literally^ and not liter atelyy 
l,nd challenge idiom to » grammatical preci- 
ilon. I have, with an unfparing hand, feat- 
tared a number of fuch atoms throughout thefe 
pages, for the adaption of his micro/cnpic eyes* 

upoiH 
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"Bpon, but (hall, in fome future Chaptci^ 
or Chapters, perhaps, take occafiori to^ 
lay open and expofe forae other choice 
inftances of unnatural philofophy, and 
endeavour to refcue the Magna Charta 
of common fenfe and reafon, from 
the arbitrary dogmas of fophifticatcd 
icience.. 

lathe mean time, I fliall, in tfie next 
Chapter,, take notice of an other fpecies 
of error and weaknefs, which may, not 

improperly, be ftiled — . See the 

title» 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XX. 
tJNMORAL PHILOSOPHY 

AN humane and tender difpofition^ 
cannot be too much inculcated 
and encouraged, in youth; and children 
Ihould be feverely reproved, for evcfjr 
mftance of cruelty, and advertifed of 
every inadvertency tending towards it,, 
in their fports, plays, or paftimes. Such 
as torturing of flies, hunting cats, fight- 
ing, or throwing at cocks,. &c. For^ 
as Ovid fays. 



-Primaque a coede ferarum 



Incj^luifTe putem maculatum fangulne ferrunu 

That amiable philofopher Montaigne 
layst ** ^enc is a general claim of kind-- 
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** wft aiid benevoknce, which cverjr 
•* (pedes of creatures has a right to 
**froin us," And Shakefpeare too, 
that great oracle of nature, concurs in 
the iime fentin)cnt of humanity, which- 
he c^cprefles in thefe words. 



— — Th« poor beetle that we tread nponr 
Ib corporal ftsffsraQce feels a pang as grtat^- 
As whca a gUnt dies. 

AH this is certainly mofl: true, and 
fijch eonfiderations fliould therefore 
fervc to reftrain us from every aft of 
cruelty or malevolence towards the 
inferior creation. But are not even the 
teft. iiotipn^ pr principles capable oi 
txoefe? Thi^, for inftance, isfo, among 
the^ marottoes and gentoos of India; 
whofc religion, fay fuperftition, rather, 

forbids 



forbids the deftruftion of animal liFe^ 
upon any pretence whatfdever ; from the' 
largeft brute, to the loweft infeft. So 
that whenever their rice harveft happens 
to fail, many thoufands of their people 
perifh, through famine, which is gene- 
rally attended byapeftilence in confe- 
quence, too, as they die frequently 
fafter than they can be buried; 

Nay to fuch a ffrange extravagance 
is this kind of weaknefs carried, all over 
the Eaft, that one of the oriental'writers 
mentions a natfon among them, that 
had founded an Infirmary, forfickfleasi 
Though the author could not be fup- 
pofed to be ferious, with regard to *thc 
faft^ the idea of it, however, fcrves to 

Ihcwr 
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Ihew the charaftcriftic of the people he 
<ielcribcs. 

'But as I am a good chrijlian I fhould 
not fo much mind what your vile pagans 
•think or do, if the fame foible did not 
£>nietimes prevail among the orthodox, 
even of this phlegmatic hemilphere ^ who 
imagine, fome of them, that we have 
no manner of natural right over the 
life of any animal, whatfoever; they 
holding theirs upon the fame tenure 
ivhich intitles us to ours — namely^ the 
free gift of our common Creator. 

Such enthufiafts would have cherifhed 
all the plagues of Egypt, in their 
•bofom, and have deemed it an impiety 
ca have deftroycd one of their frogs, 

their 
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their caterpillars^ their locuftif^ Ihtk 
grafshoppers, or any of thgff Olher 

vermin. 

Under the prgttdfcc of (bdh a fe^d- 
jtnent, uncle Tobyi handiiig a fljr oat 
of the window, faying, there is rom 
lemugb in the vmll, batkf(n^fb64Mdmi^ 
imakes a nnroft ihthing figure, anoottg tht 
faux-brBrnts k£ nciorals, to thdfewhofe 
ihaHpw philofopKy has never led thm 
to refled: upon the numberlefs anin^s^ 
on earth, in air, and in the waSer, wiufe 
inftin£t diredbs them to tke deftrtldfOtt 
of others, as neceffary to their own pre- 
servation ^ which being ccrcednly the 
fifft law of nature, takes place of every 
othcsf, otcepc in manj wk^e vinae 
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indeed ou^t to iet the moral obfig^ 
jtions above the natural ones. 

WWch obfervation upon the ways of 
Providence fhould incline one to con- 
x:lude, that it mufl: be wantonnefs, or 
malevolence, only^ that conftitutes the 
cruelty or inhumanity of thofe afts, 
which the ncceflities of nature^ or the 
4Qecgiiomy of the world, do otherwife 
J&ifficteatly juftify, or require. 

A refuted fpeculttift of my acquaints 
JUlceftrgued this point with me, once; 
.and idfter I had convinced him of the 
^ej^edieocy of deftreying rats^ for ia- 
itaocei as a dangerous peft to fociety, 
lie would admit it only upon this fuce 
.pim£tilio» thai wc fhould make an G^)en 

4ecla- 
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ideclaratbn of war, againft them, and vi 
^t armis fairly hunt them down— but 
not to ufe any infidious arts, of baited 
traps, of poifoned fifh, or oil of Rho- 
dium, to aflure and circumvent the 
^cnemy -, forgetting the good old adage?, 
doi dolus an virtus quts in hofie requirdt? 

There vwas really fo much delicacy, 
^nerofity, and whimfical 'honour, in 
4Jiis extraordinary. fentiment of his, that 
though I could not help fmiling at the 
Tcxtravagance of it, I could not think of 
<:ombating his argument with any phi- 
lofophy below the higheft pitch of nie- 
taphyfics; and therefore aflked him 
•whether we were not ourfelves deak 
•with, after the fame manner, in the re- 
condite fehcme (rf Providence ? And 

whether 
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whether the pomps, the vanities, the 
pleafures, the paflions, of mankind, 
might not be confidered as baited trapSy 
poifoned fijhy or oil of Rhodium^ tempting, 
through appetite, the frailty of poor 
human nature, to its undoing ? . 

He was a good chriftian, and made 
no reply. 



Vol. I. K CHAP. 
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CHAR XXI. 
ANALOGY. 

THE c(Hnmon, or obvious appear- 
ances of things, arc not always 
the true nature of them; nay, fre- 
quently are found to be their very re- 
verie. To give two inftances — firft, 
in the moft Infignificant article ; a hair, 
which feems to be perfeftly round, to 
the naked eye, is fliewn to be really flat, 

or angular 1 forget which, through 

a microfcope. Next, in the higheft 
objeft ; the fun appears to move round 
the earth, and the world to Hand ftill— 
both of which •circumftances have been 
long fince demonftrably proved to be 
falfe. 

Nay 
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T?iy more— -philofophy has fufficient- 
3y evinced that the former fuppofed 
ilate of thefe rcfpeftive bodies, could 
not have been true, in the pofTible na- 
ture of things ; as thought itfelf Could 
hardly fly at the rate the fun muft 
do, to produce the pteenomena ot 
s^ohomy^ 

[An ingenious i^rench man had h6 
-othefr way of accommodating tht diffi- 
culty of the fon's rifing every momtngr 
in the caft, after it h^ fet &i the weft, 
but by fuppofing it to flcal flily b^ 
again to its former ftation, /* fbe nigbi. 
One of our F. R- S. m the TranfaBiom^ 
accounted as wifely for the difappetf- 
ancc of coiTiets, by faying thaft they 
K 2 retired 
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retired to the Antipodes. This para- 
graph by the by.] 

Thus then, after the .convidion of 
our underftanding, from the two parti- 
ciilars inftanced above, that our fenfes 
are liable to miftake, without the aflift- 
ance of art, and our apprehenfion fub- 
jeft to error, unlefs inftrufted by fci- 
cnce ; and thefc in the moft common 
objefts of nature, why do we remain fo 
fceptical ftill, in matters of faith, fup- 
pofing the authority t© be good, merely 
becaufe they have not yet defcended 
among the fubjedts of our fallible con- 
ceptions, and limited knowledge ? And 
why give eafier credit to Lewenhoeck 
and Copernicus, than to Chrift and St. 
Paul ? Read the forty-five paradoxes, 

in 
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in Gordon's Geographical Grammar,^ 
rationally impoffible, and mathemati- 
cally certain, and fufpeft your own ig- 
norance ^d prcfumption. 

It will be no anfwer, to fay that nei- 
ther Lewenhoeck nor Copernicus were 
credited, 'till after ' they had afforded 
demonftrations of their aflertions. Phi- 
lofophy and religion are things of quite 
different natures. Any conviftion 
ftronger than a rational teftimony, 
founded on the external and internal 
evidences of Chriftianity, would deftrby 
the mei-its both of faith and good 
works, cancel free will, and leave us 
nothing worth rewarding. 

K« Gali- 
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Galilseo, Bacan^ Boyle, and Newtofr 
fhone forth, like thc^ milky way, in the 
dark paths of fcicnce ;. and as much as 
reafon excels inftinft, fo far did the 
preternatural inftinSi^ if I may be al- 
loived tHfe diftinftion, of thcfe enlight- 
ened perlbns, exceed the general facul- 
ties of the human mind. 

The conomon powers of kivcftigation 
or rcfleftion could never have reached 
to fuch fublime heights, without thie 
afliftance of a certain afflatus divinus *y 
or fuperior impulfe, by fpecial grace 
conferred upon them; which had' been 
withheld from other men of equal 



Nunquam vir magnus fine di^ino affiatu. 

Cic. 



fenfc. 
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&3Et&, and of more learning, and 
greater ftudy, perhaps. 

— — " Spirits are not finely touched, 
" But to fine iflfucs.^ 

Who deny this aphorifm, muft caff 
Gc^s providence a ludy hit *. 

Shall then the Deity exert an energy, 
to aflift our temporal concerns, oriy, 
and leave our eternal intercfts without 
a guide [ Are mathematical troths in- 
j^ired, and religbus ones left unre- 
veakd! Shall the legiflators of earthly 
ftates propofe rewards and punifhments^ 
for the government of the political 
world, and can the great Archon of 
mankind leave the moral one without a 
fandion! I would call fuch fuppo&ions^ 
• Pope. 
K 4 hf 
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by a name, if I knew whether to ftilc 
them blafphemy, or nbnfenfe. 

Galilaeo was thrown into the Inquifi- 
tion, as an infidel, for reviving that he- 
refy in aftronomy, of the fun's ftation, 
becaufe it feemed to contradid a paff- 
age in the Scripture, where its (landing 
ftill, once, is recorded as a miracle. 
And philofophy, or rather prefumption 
and feltfufEcience, have, in their turn, 
eredted an inquifition, alfo, againft . 
every article of faith, which does not 
fquare with our very incompetent ex- 
perience, in phyfics, and total ignorance 
of metaphyfics. 

For, if we admit Spirit, either diftinft 
from, or conneftcd with, matter, we 

muft, 
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muft, at the fame time,, honcftly con- 
fels, that we know not what its cffcnce 
confiits in. And to deny Supernatural 
faculties or powers, to a Supernatural 
Being, is fuch a (hipid folly, as almoft 
renders it one to argue againft it. For 
nothing, furely, can be more unphilolb- 
phical,. than to limit the Author of all 
nature, by the media or dafa, of his 
own philofophy. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXII. 
MYSTERY OF THE TIDES. 

THE phasnomcnon of the flux 
and reflux of the fea, had puzzled 
the philofophers, for many centurie$ ; 
and fo it might have continued to dp, 
ftill, were they real ones. For Kepler's 
aflumption, that this effeft is produced 
by the attraftion of the moon, and 
which has been fince adopted by New- 
ton, Halley, and others, betrays but a 
very partial confideration of the fubjeA. 

For if this theory was true, the efFeft 
muft be univerfal, as the caufe is fo ; 
but there is no tide in the Baltic ocean, 
JV)j» in all Hudfon's Bay, up to Cam- 

peachy-y 
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jcachy^ which extends above a thou- 
land leagues 5 nor is there any, in Lake- 
Superior, on the American continent, 
nor in the Cafpian, nor many other 
fcas, which it were needleis to fpecify 
iiere \ 



• Gon/ales Ferdittandes 0*vndei has a pretty 
conceit^ npon this phaenoinenon, in his account: 
of the Weft Indian Seas. He fuppofes the vaft 
ocean tarefemble the body of^a man, laid on his 
^k, wiriihis head: in theartic, and his feet ia 
the antartic poles ; extending his right arm ta 
the Ainericaa Seas, and hi;s left to the Mediter> 
tanean; apd the flux and reflux of the ocean, 
like the Jyfl9le and diaftoU of the human body, 
operate ftrongly and apparently, in the nobler 
parts, but have a feeble and imperceptible effed,. 
in the extremities. 

%. I ad- 
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I admit that the attradion of the 
moon, has, or may have, fome efFeft, 
on the variation of the tides ; but then 
this admiffion firfl: fuppofes them to be, 
as fubjefts to be afted upon : for if this 
alone was the caufe of their motion, the 
general law of nature, as I faid before, 
WQuld equally operate, on the feveral 
oceans above-mentioned. 

So that Ariftotle was, it feems, in too 
great a hurry to drown himfelf, on this 
account; for he was time enough to 
have done it yet, had he had the patience 
to have waited, 'till now ; as he would 
find the philofophers of the prefent age, 
equally ignorant, though more pre- 
fumptuous, in this matter, than him- 
felf i, and might poffibly have been able 

to 
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•to have compelled them to vconfcfe, 
that this myftery, like the powers of 
gravity, attra<5tion, cohefion, and elec- 
tricity, muft be ultimately referred to 
the occult qualities of nature ; and may 
make an addition to the three books of 
Cornelius Agrippa, upon that fpecies of 
unintelligible philofophy *. 

A lively Cambridge fcholar, who 
had made it a point with himfelf, like 
thefe modern philofophers, never to be 
at a lofs for an anfwer, being alked by 
a lady what was the reafon of the tides ? 
^replied, that Venus being miftrefs of the 



• Ariftotle did not drown himfelf, as is vul- 
garly reported ; for the more authentic hiilori- 

ans^fay that he only died for fpite. 

ocean, 



ocean, the fea muft ncccflarily need a 
courfe o{ fluxing and refluxtngj in order 
to preferve its health. 

A lively jeft is better than afalfc ar- 
gument -, for nothing is fo unlike fenfc, 
.as that which is moll: like it^ under 
which predicament may be conlidered 
/the ingenious fimile of Oviedes^ above 
(Cittfd* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 
PRIVATE HISTORY. 

A continuatbn of the laft paragraph 
but one, of Chapter XII. 

INbteh had either education, or 
other provifion, in life. I was 
therefore obliged to compais each of 
them by my own induftry ; to be both 
precq>tor and pupil, patron and client, 
maftcr and man, to myielf, from iirft 
to laft. I had accefs to no library^ 
and the only univerfity I ever had the 
benefit of, was a Barber's Shop, juft 
oppofite to my father's houfe, in Pic- 
cadilly. In this Mufeum I picked up 
my firft rudiments of Ktcrature, from^ 

che 



•the linings of Wig-boxes, and news- 
paper eflays; for this cunning Shaver, 
like the reft of his idle and prating fra- 
ternity, was a deep politician and party- 
njian, alfo. 

I wilh I had had the prudence, or 
good hick, to have picked up his trade^ 
inftead of his learning. It had turned 
to a much better account, in thefe un- 
patronic days, than that of an author. 
Lihould have made more, by adorning 
the outfides of men's noddles, than 
ever I (hall get^ by ornamenting their 
irtfides. 

This man died an Alderman, and 
left his fon a fortune, for the tythe of 
which I muft be a greater fool than I 

am. 
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am, if I would not have bartered all 
my wit, or in a more facetious ftile, 
be at my wit*s endj for joy of the ex- 
change. He would probably have 
doubled his capitaly if it was not for the 
unlucky importation of French fri- 
feurs, that our travelled nobility, gen- 
try and others had poured in upon us, 
of late years. 

It was this fame impertinent Barber^ 
who preferred the humble petition to. 
his prefent Majefty^ intreating him to 
cut off his hair. Non compta manjire 
coma^ I advifed Alderman Block, moft 
ftrenuoufly, againft the meafure ; for 

• A charader in the Arabian Talcs. 
V^ou I. L though 
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though I had imbibed my politics in a 
barber's fliop, yet I am one of thofe 
who are for combing only, not clippings 
the treffes of Royalty. All the peti- 
tions and remonflrances, prefented 
finpe, were taken from this precedent, 
and have had the fame fuccefs, hii^ 
Maj^fty having never troubled his head^ 
about them. 

In this fchoot of the world, I $x> 
quired my firft knowledge of men and 
manners; but what I principally ob- 
ferved upon, w;as the general effeft that 
the example of fuperiors have on their 
dependents, and attained to fucha per:- 
feftioninthc fcienjcc ofTrim-fram^ that 
I could venture, at any time, to pror 

nouncp 



utiuncc the charader of the itaaftcr; 
by the behaviour of his valet- de^ 
xhambre% 

I had an opportunity of applying 
this remark, to a particular incident 
that happened to me, lately, I called 
^n ray Taylor, to be taken meafure of; 
in which operation, the fellow who 
had been juft before handling chalky 
whitened all my coat, A fei-vant of 
Lord Bute's, who was ftanding in the 
fliop, immediately took up a brufli|^ 
and began to duft me. One of the 

Duke of 's men, coming in> 

during this manoeuvre, what, Gcorgq, 
faid he, are you. out of place? No, 
Will, replied he, quickly, I fliall al way* 
think myfelf;;; mpnafter' s/ervice ^wliilo, 
r L 2 I. am 
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3 am doing an obliging,. or a friendly 
thing, for any one. 

In this confined ftudy of niine, they 
were not ftories.x)r facts that engaged 
jny attention the moftj for mere cuk 
riofity is fooh fatisfied; but the princi- 
ples -that led to, the policies that con- 
trived the events, or the generofity or 
courage thatinfpired the aftioas, were 
the circumftances that more peculiarly 
attached my notice. The food I hun- 
gered and thirfted feri was not for my 
-memory, but my mind. A fingle arti- 
cle of reafon,philofophy, or argument, 
could fupply me with fubjefts for 
thought and refle6Hon, more than all 
the memorabilia of hiftory. And one 
week's contemplation avaHs the judg- 

3 mcnt 
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ment and underftanding, more than' a'^ 
twelve-month's reading can do. 

This was the way that the firft phi-- 
lofophers lifed to achieve wifdom and^ 
knowlege, before fchools, or academies; 
were founded in the antient common- 
wealths — that is, before the humair 
mind had been fwaddled up in fyftems, 
ind the natural energy of thought fet- 
tered in the flocks of fcience. 

It was thefe pritnitive fages who gave 
the firft hints of thofe fecretsin nature, 
which have been fincer^wra?^^/, and but 
htely d^monftrated^ by experimental 
philofophy. And it was from this na- 
tive fpring of the mind, that Bacon, 
^ho may in this inftance, be ftiled a 
L 3 modern'' 
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modern ancient y was enabled to point ou^ 
thofe defiderata in feience to theinvef-r 
ligation of the feveral philofophers 
who have fucceeded him, and through 
1dm, fince. Chew and cxercife for 
yourielf, if you would be healthy. 
Think and reflet for yourifelf, if you 
would be wife. 

Contemplation is apt to give a re-* 
ferved turn to the mind and manners, 
and jftudy a fevere caft to the features j 
which may fufficiently account for the 
defcriptioni have exhibited of myfelf, 
in the fecond paragraph of Chapter 
XII. However this is not the only 
account I have to give of thefe parti- 
culars in iuyfelf ; but as I do not care 
to keep the attention of the reader too 

long 
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long fixed to one point, for fear of his 
growing grave, alfo, I Ihall defer the 
remainder of this fubjed^ to (bttie other 
opportunity. 

And fo concludes the Twenty-third 
Chapter. 



L 4 CHAP. 
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x:hap. XXIV. 

VULGAR ERRORS. 

FROM this kind of felf-inftruaed 
education, I contra(9:ed a habit of 
challenging every propofition that oc- 
curred, giving it credit not on its au- 
thority, but its reafon. By which me- 
thod I have often deteded hereditary 
errors, which have been handed down 
from father to fon, for many genera- 
tions, without ever haying had their 
titles queftioned, before. I fhall pre- 
fent you with a few of them, here. 

I . It has been long a received opinion, 
that in the eaftern countries there are 
always more women born, than men. 

And 
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And that your Muffel-men procreate 
more than your Chriftian-men. The 
circumcifed, than the uncircumcifed* 
Thefe two notions have been made ufe 
of by philbfophers, as natural and po- 
litical arguments, for the permiffion of 
polygamy, among thofe people. 

In abfolute contradiftion to which 
affertions, I do affirm the two following 
circumftances to be mod certain fafts. 
Firft, that, in order to fupply this 
many-headed monfter of matrimony,, 
with fufficient vidims, the pimps of 
the feraglios are forced, .from the 
fcarcity of native females, to fupply 
that commodity out of your true 
catholic countries. 

Se^ 
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Secondly, that your Bafliaws of 
three, five, or fifty Tails, if you will, 
have fcldom more than four or five 
children, among all their wives, at the 
moft J and, in general, hardly exceed 
two or three. While your common 
Pfalm-Sihging Cobler, among us, will 
double that Nurfery, ne ultra creptdanif 
without ever ftirring out of his ftall. 

2. Heat and light proceeding both' 
from the fun, has led fuperficial rea* 
fbners to conclude that heat was the 
parent, arid light its child, of which- 
the fun was the grandfather. Plato, in 
his Timaeus, inverts the order of this" 
fucceflion, by making light to be the' 
father. And fo, indeed, did Mofes,' 
fiuce, or before — I forget which — I ami 

no 



tio chronologcr. He makes it thtf 
elder of the two, by three days. See 
Genefis, Chapter i* 

But thefe two properties of the fun, 
are as diflind things, in nature, as fire 
and water ; though not in fuch an 
oppofition. A dark room may be 
warmed by a ftove, without being en-^ 
lightened \ and the moon, fiars, ^d 
aurora borealis afford us light, without 
the leaft manner of heat. The cold 
glow-worm, too, ihines with a native 
luftre, in the darkr 

3. The fun is generally imagined to^ 
bfc hot J but 'tis only the caufe of heaty 
as a fword may be of pain. Heat may 
be one of its faculties, but not its 

cflence* 
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efTcnce. It may be its adioriy but not 
its fajffon. Were it a body of real 
fire, it muft have confumed itfelf, long, 
ago. For to make the comets fupply 
it with fuel, from time to time, is a 
moft unphilofophic hypothefis, furely. 
Though admitted among the Tranf^ 

Indeed while we fuffer ourfelves to 
confider it as a globe of fire, it is but 
neceflhry to adduce a quantum fufficit' 
oi combuftiUes, as the fire may want 
mending. But cannot the chymiltry 
of Qature be fuftained by Providence, 
\Wthout the fliift of fuch a culinary, 
art ? 

You 
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Tou fee what a pack of footy devils 
it makes of the Africans, who live 
«under the Line. The planets of Venus 
iand Mercury, then, which are fo many 
millions of miks nearer, n>uft be to- 
<tally uninhabitable ; which is fuch a 
fuppofition of wafte, as the analogy 
of nature will not admit of. 

If the fun was fire, our atmofphere 
would be flame ; and the higher we 
rofe in it^ the hotter we fhould find it* 
The direA contrary of which laft cir- 
cumftance, anyone may convince him- 
felf of, who will but mount the peak of 
**reneriffe* 

The elements of air and water could 
never havefubfifted,in fuch a conftitu- 

tion 
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Jtionofnatnre; the conflagration would 
have preceded, and praecluded, the de- 
luge ; the animal creation muft have 
been all Salamanders; the fable of 
Phaeton realized; and man, inftea<J 
X)f the image of God, muft have beea 
framed in the likenefs of the Devil. 

4. Children are fometimes born with 
^ne flioulder higher than the other ; 
and the general ufage is to lay a weight 
of lead, on the rifing one. This is an 
error ; for the true philofophy of the 
matter is to impofe the lead on the de*- 
dining iboulder, and as it is natural to 
rife againjl opprejjton, the conftant effort 
to relieve itfelf from the weight, will 
raife the one, and by tlie laws of equi- 
librium proportion ably dcprefs thf 
i)ther. 

5- It 
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5. It is a miftake that there are any 
fuch charafters in life as half-thinkers ; 
for if the expreflion were juft, then 
two of them might make a whole one \ 
and five hundred of fuch woukl npt 
amount to a fum total. 

6. It is univerfally thought, and ex-^ 
prefsly faid, by many e/w-naturalifts, 
particularly Moniieur Buffon, in hi^ 
Philofophy of vegetation, tha^t the pe* 
rifluDg of trees, and other plants, whofp 
growth he fuppofes to arife from air 
^nd water, tring an addition or aug- 
ment, to the element of earth. ^ 

This is a miftake. They only pay 
back, without ufury, t)arely what they 
borrow from it. Their increment is 

but 
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but earth differently modified, water 
being only the vehicle of nutrition. 
And duji to dujljhall return^ again, with 
vegetables, as well as with man. 

7. Antient philofophy admitted only 
of one principle, in nature ; but dif- 
fered widely about it. One preferred 
earth, an other water j one air, and the 
other fire. I forget the names of the 
four Dreamers. But modern philofo- 
phy has eftabliflied four Elements. 

Now I deny that there aremorethan 
two. Namely, earth and water. Air 
and fire may be both generated by fer- 
mentation, the laft by attrition, alfo j 
and therefore maybe confidered rather 
as matter a^taUd to certain degrees, 

than 
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than as ori^nal principles in nature. 
But we cannot create earth — no, nor 
make watery either — ^let wags fey what 
they will. 

I could fumiih you with many pages 
aiore of fuch articles ; but that I think 
thefe fufficient for a firft Le&ure, and 
jQiall therefore put an end to this 
Chapter. ' 



Vol. L M CHAP- 
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C H A P* XXY. 
B A R B A R ISMS. 

TN reading the hiftories of different 
JL aiations and vanous times, we are 
:&oqiiently ftnickwith the abfurdityor 
groffoefe of fome <:ufl(H»s and manners 
•recorded there, which wc are aftomifc- 
;cd to think could ever have obtained 
among rational beings. 

This fentiment, however, generally 
; arifes from fuch ways or ufages being 
newor ftrangetous ; for were we to 
examine all our own aftions and opi- 
;nions, with the fame ftriclnefs that we 
; affume on canvailing antient or foreign 
ones, we flxould find many of them as 

.much. 
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crouch, perhaps, or more, to be rcpr- 
- bended. ^ 

But habit, prejudice and parti^ies, 
which have afilent andfecretc^ratioaa 
upon our conceptions/render our owft 
follies and barbarifms fiamiliar to our'- 
felves, and by this means they happen 
generally to efcape our notice, or cen- 
fure, affeding only fordgners with ab- 
horrence, or fiuprizc. 

As I have not patience enough to 
write treitifes, on any fiibjeft, I fliall 
only refer to one or two particulars, 
here, which occurring to my obferva^ 
tion, lately, have given occafioxi to the 
^^bove reflexions. 

M 2 Pafling 
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Faffing by Tyburn, the other day^ 
I obferved a fort of ftage ere(fted, op- 
pofite to the place of execution, which, 
I took to be a fcafibid raifed in that 
ihocking fcene, for the convenience of 
criminals of a certain rank, in deaths 
who are intitled to the honour of nfe- 
coHatiofiy inftead oi fufpenjioh. 

But how great was my horror and 
aftonifhment, when I was informed 
that this was only a gallery built for 
the accommodation of the nobility, 
gentry, and others, to view an execu- 
tion, ^j/^ their eafe^ by way of an exhibit 
-tion, or any other indifferent fpeftaclel 

And here they pay for their feats, 
andhave^places taken and kept, before- 

iiand^ 



hand, with as much folicitude and [h^ 
caution, as if it was to fee Garrick ex* 
pirc, in Hamlet, or Macbeth. ' 

If Tragic aftors only were ,to fre- 
quent this fcene, this dying to the life^ 
it might poffibly bear fome fort of 
cxcufe. Yet hardly. As it would ftill 
hold fome refemblance to the curious 
cruelty of the Painter, who crucified a 
flave, in order to finifli an Altar-piece^ 
from his laft agonies. 

Several times, laft fummer, fome 
wretches were hanged, but many of 
their fpeftators were executed, firft. 
The Booth gave way, and they fuffered 
death, on the fpot, before the criminals 
iiad time to draw their laft breath. 

M 3 On 



Oh one. of thofe days I hap^jccted ttr^ 
hH into tlie oroud, as I was inadvert^ 
cntly croffing Oxford Road; andincet* 
ingan elderly fat woman,, who kept a 
Sbop on CornhUI, and was my ac- 
quaintance^ buffeted about among the 
populace, I concluded that Ibe muft 
alio have been in the fame way acci- 
dentally involved in the buftle, and' 
Jkindly offered my affiftance to extri*- 
cate her from the hands and feet df> 
the mob. 

But the good woman declined my 
officioi^efs, faying that Ihe was fol- 
lowing the cart. Were you the perfoa:* 
he robbed ? No; — Was he any nagh^ 
bour or acquaintance of youps ? No, 
indeed.— He muft be fome near rela^ 

tion, 



t&Ofi, w dear frknd, then, I fup|)o{<^% 
faid I.-*^Not at all, faid flie l^ughu^g^ « 
I only came to fee the Sight. Me-- 
tfeoBght Ihe had rather too mtich cu- 
riofity for, an old fat woman, a ftrangcr^ 
and one who was neither a relation, an 
enemy, or a friend. Habit ! 

The notorious Mrs. Samplbn and 
Mrs. Aftley^s equeftrkn feats, with die 
whole tribe of female Rope-Damcers, 
are other inftances, likewife, of the in- 
decent public exhibitions, which the 
refinement of modern manners has not 
yet civilized us from ; and which re- 
main ftill a reproach to us, in p^ilofo- 
phy, and decorum j though thegrofe 
concurrence of other nations round us, • 
ia fuch permiifions, ferves to iceep us 
M 4 a^littU. 
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a little in countenance, among on^ 
another. 

. Such ungrammatical fpedstcks, fuch 
equivocations of gender, fuch hi mu* 
lieresy as thefe Amazons, offending 
againft all decency of appearances, and 
propriety of manners and charafter, 
ought never to be licenfed, by a Mafter 
of the Revels, in any polite fiate, 6t 
moral commonwealth. 

I would have alfo the very trades and 
profeilions of life, difiinguifhed into 
genders. I would no more permit men 
j^Iilliners, than women Barbers ; much 
lefs would I allow of male Stay-makers, 
or female Breeches-makers, who now 
fit genially difplayed, in glafs cafes,. 

through 
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through many of the public ftreetH id 
London. 

Manners give the tone to morals, 
and morals the nerve to government. 
The ancient legiflators were philofo* 
phers, and their fiates flouriflied, while 
fuch prefided over them. Inftitutioni 
are not the foundation^ but Xhtfuper" 
Jlru&urej of laws ; aad a police or fub- 
ftratum of manners, in the firft in- 
ftance, fliould therefore ever be the 
principal concern of legiflature. 

As to the noAurnal orgies of the 
coterie, they are too fublime a myftery, 
for the profanenefs of my pen to 
meddle vidth; therefore without fur- 
ther mention of that fubjef^ I fhall 

conclude 
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conclude this Chapter, with juft ob- 
fervingjthatif our Rulers do not think 
proper to mark any other diftinftion, 
between the fexes, than what nature 
facrfetf has made, we may expert fooii 
to fee the Original 7?^/if of nature^ 
though not of innocence ^ reftored among 
us again, for any thing in our {m^- 
fent manners or morals, that fecms- 
to ftand againft it. ' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI..: 
INDIANA again. 

See the firft part of the laft paragraph, . 
of Chapter XI. 

HOWEVER, before I expreffed 
my furprize, or preffed her, in 
the leaft, to fatisfy my curiofity, with 
regard to the incredible circumftance- 
relative to the Great Mogul, I lodged 
the fair Fugitive fafe within the afylum- 
of the Englifh Faftory at Patna, placed : 
her under the protefti^n of the Go^ 
vernor, had her inftantly baptixed,, 
EordClivc and General Carnac ftai^d- 
ing God--Fathers, got her, by an aft ef 
council, to be naturalized^ and admit- 
ted^ 
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tep to all the rights and privileges of 
an extra-liege fubj^d of Great Britain, 
and then defied the Emperor of the Moorij 
the Glory of Nations ^ the light of the Sun^ 
the invincible Conqueror^ the eye of Fro- 
vidence^ the Right hand of omnipotence^ 
&c. &c. to have laid a finger on any 
part of her fair body, without her own 
free leave and licence. 

Thefe preliminaries being firft ad- 
jufted, to our mutual fatisfiiftion, the 
lovely Narrator, who feemed to have 
no more confcioufnefs of her beauty, 
than the bird of paradife, 
** And tho* by. all a wonder own*d, 
" Yet knew not flie was fair j'* 
nor of her frefhnefs than the rofe, thus 
related her ftory to me. 

The 
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The Story of INDIANA. ' 

1 am the only chUd of Almahil of 
the Abbafidan Race, and of Benferade 
, defcended from the Line of Ali. Qur 
Anceftors had reigned over the king- 
dom of Irac Arabia for feveral centu- 
ries, with honour to themfelves, and 
juftice to their people ; Hill the laft ir- 
ruption of the Turks had finally over- 
thrown the Empire, and reduced that 
province under the Ottoman dominion t 

When Amurath, the Beglerbcg of 
Aleppo, fat down before the city of 
Bagdad, the Caliph Ariorbarzanes,my 
Grandfather, who was renowned in 
war, and mightiefi among the mighty^ 
but in peace mild as the evening breeze 

whea 
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^when it difFufes the ftolen fragrancy of 

. our orange groves o'er the plains, thus 

debated with himfelf, upon that crifij, 

" I have been nurfed in arms, and 
** danger has been familiar to me. But 
*' then lied the armies of the Cali- 
" phate, of my Father, my Sovereign, 
and my Prieft. To have deliberated 
then^ upon thereafon and juflice of 
war, had beendifobedience, impiety, 
" arid rebellion. But I can fpeakin 
** my own right, now. I am myfelf 
" the Prieft, the Sovereign, and the 
** Father, of my people. And. thus -I 
" argue. 

*' The enemy double our numbers, 
*Vand are fuperior in difcipiine, alio. 

« Was 



^* "Was dominion conferred by Heaven 

^*' on man, for the fake of one, or all? 

-^* Should I furrender this province, to 

'^ the Turij^s, I refign only my own 

** rights. The fame laws, the fame re- 

• " ligion, and the fame property, -remain 

" ftill to my people. Is a Prince or 

** Prieft, who involves a nation in his 

** perfonal quarrel, the fliepherd, or 

'*' the butcher, of his flock ? Mine only 

^* is the caufe, and mine alone Ihall be 

-" the lofs, or ftrife." 

After this refolve, .he difpatched a 
'Herald to the Turkifli camp, and chair 
rlenged theBafla to fingle combat. But 
the bravery of this defiance was de- 
tclined. Upon this refufal, he lent him 
Uhe.kcys of the city gat^s, to be delir 
4 vered. 
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vcred, on a preliminary of infuring the 
lives, perfons and cflfeas, of the inhabit 
tants, on condition of their peaceable 
fubmiffion to the Sovereignty of the 
Sublime Porte ; which- terms were ac- 
cepted of. 

He then immediately quitted Bag* 
dad, amidfl the tears and bleffings of 
a grateful and affedionate people, 
and took refuge, with his little family, 
which confifted only of a wife, a fon, 
and an orphan girl, in the city of 
Caflimir^ the Omrah, or Governor, of 
which province, had been married to 
-Ae Caliph's fifter. 

The fair Benferade was theonlyxhild 
lof the SageAzem, who had been the 

Grand 



^ 
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OntndVifier of Bagdad, andthechorea 
friend of Ariorbarzanes ; and on the 
death of this Minifter, the Caliph im- 
mediately adopted the daughter under 
his guardianfhip and protedtion; *Tis 
keeping the friend, in fome fort, -ftiU 
alive, to continue our kindnefs to his 
offspring. 

She was about the age of fifteen, 
wheil the Caliph had abdicated his So- 
vereignty of Irac Arabi j and Almahil, 
his fon, had become enamoured of her 
extreme beauty, fometime before ; but 
had not declared his paffion, ^till after 
their retreat to Cafimir ; when he alk- 
cd, and obtained, the confent of his 
father, to their marriage. 

VoLr I. N Humai> 
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Etuman virtue is often capable of a 
noble refolve; and a* generous effort 
inajr ferve to bear the mind through 
any aAion^ which honour has once in- 
spired. Here the foul ftops^.but refb 
not. Philolbphy is not fufficient to 
canyiton^therellof its journey. The 
doftrine of fate or predeftination, is 
not able to fupport poor humanity, 
under many, of its oppreflions. 'Tis 
but a crutehyXmly^ andnofe^ limb* 

The unfortunate Ariorbar2fancs be- 
gan foon to repent him of his Keroifin, 
in his exile ; and when it was too late 
to make the option, would rather have 
withfiood his enemy in the g^tes, than 
have iiiftained the war againft his paf- 
fions* He lived diilatisfied, and died 

repining, 



repining^ in a ihort time after tis 
fon*^ mkfiiage } and hii^afflifted >*i- 
dow did not long fiirviyehini. 

My father and mother having been 
thus rdeafed frcmi any particular duty 
or attachntient to place or perfon, re- 
folvcd to fliift theSr ikuatkrii, nnbie- 
diately after this event. Better to live 
unknown, thought th^, than kno\(^ 
to be unfortunate. They, therefore, 
took an opportunity of thcTfiriff Cata- 
viii travellingfrom dafiiriir to Alejppb, 
frbih whence they failecl through the 
INiclSteitanean into Italy, together;' 
but concealing everywhere botK tlieir 
quality, arid their misfortunes. 

N 2 Here' 
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Here flic wept, my compaffion fym- 
pathized with her grief, and inter- 
rupted the ftory. 



CHAP. ixvn. 

MODERN LITERATURE. 

FEW people read more than I do — 
thofc who do, are more idly em- 
ployed, I affure them. A new publi- 
cation takes me in, direftly j for my 
head is fufficiently fluffed with old 
trumpery, already ; and I am in hopes, 
every book I open, to meet with fome- 
thing to amufe me, at leaft ; for I am 
now, alas ! too old to learn ; and be- 
fides, the reader may perceive, from 

fome 
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fome of the former Cihapters, and pro- 
bably in fome of die fubfequent one^^ 
too, what my opinion is, about the 
prcfent ftate of fcience. 

Hiftory we are furfeited of. There 
are more written, of England, than 
there ever fat kings upon the Britifh 
Throne. In. which 'tis the author's, or 
rather writer* s^ principles, not thpfe of 
the government, or the times, we read j 
juft as a Republican or a Scotchman 
mounts the (lage. A Cromwell or a 
Stuart is the word. No Medium, with 
thefe Hi/lriographers ^, as they may 
more properly be called. 



• The writers of the Dramatis Perfonae of a 
Fable, rather than the real charadters In hiftory. 

• • N 3 For 



9^ fi^^^^^»« Tt/BTie can ,b? »o ju^, 
then, iu reafoniq^^ upco;! |>;^ ^y;^9^ 
but in order to reguTatc future con- 
daft* ▲ repetition ei ^^s is tire- 
frnxp' I ^^^^ ^ hi&oxj of man^ This 
f^ the only ftudjr worthy of a manr 
^or hiftory is :but the ixferiment^ fhi* 
t^i/oihrnim nature. 

Tiieatife?, tra^ft^ a^d efjyg lafp arf 
glujt;e4 wi|:h.. They aine gejjteraHy 
]boundup in thi^faj^-boardoiily&sm^ 
^nd are Utt}e mpi'/: thai^ traofcnpti^ 
from one anc^er. Tfee few tJu^g§o»re 
meet with in them, that are newy we 
may fafely pronounce will never live 
to b^ gld^ 

Theology 



C ^99 ] 
Tfee«fogy and dfhics «3rc Atigs. 
There is tnbrc, oFtfie£rtt,in Scripture, 
than any man tmderftands, or indeed 
than was ever given him as dbjefts of 
fciencc ; and more of the latter there, 
too, than is generafly praftifed. If 
they will net believe Mofes atid t%c 
Frophets^ neither will they heed any 
mati aiive, I dare anfii^er for it. 

Metaphyiics are a vain, a pre&imp^ 
tuous, aiiid a dangerous inquiry. Let 
Uis reft iatisfied with having reached the. 
ft^rs ; Jbut what is above them mod 
certainiy rifes beyond all mortal ken» 
And yet we have taken upon us to 
indue the angels with an etherial ward- 
robe, and fwathed the Almighty in fub- 
lun^ry predicaments. The ftrongeft 
N 4 human 
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Inmum reafon, upon fuch topics^ h 
futged to a fort of mental amaurofts ^, 
which has beams j inflead of motels y to 
obfcure its view. 

For Heaven fake, then, my good 
philofophers, for the fake of iuriojity^ 
at leaft, limit your refearches to this 
fide of the empyrean. Mitte arcana 
Dei J cslwnque inquirere quid Jit. Solo- 
mon faid that there was nothing nisw 
under the fun ; but really, at the rate we 
are going on, of late, there will be fbon 
nothing new above it ; and a man may 
as well live, as die, for any accefiion of 



* A dimnefs of fight* as If one was looking 
throagh gauze, where dud and ^es feem to be 
floatiiig before our eyes. 

knowledge 
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knowledge he will have to expeft, in 
the next world. 

Now this would be a mortal— fay 
immortal^ difappointment to me ; for 
Hallelujahs would be but a dull enter- 
tainment to one who happens to have 
neither a voice to fing, nor an ear for 
mufic ; and is fo paffionately fond of 
fcience, as to prefer one hour's con- 
verfe with an Angel, to the eterna^ 
harmony of the fpheres. 

But I had forgot. Angels have no 
manner of converfation among them^ 
as we are informed by thofe Typhoean 
fpeculatiftsjwho have reared Pelton upon 
OJfa^ to take a peep into the fldes ; and 
have condefcended to come down again 

and 
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and acquaint us that thofe divine Spi- 
rits commune, by tntuktMy otfly. 

This 1^1 be a £ne pla>ce, for TToaieB^ 
if ever (they get there ; of wliom t® 
fee and befeen, forms the pdaippal dfr* 
light. And iH^^ey coukl be made but 
to forbear their jM^e, a litde, which f 
tim afraid cannot be hoped fcH*, <>n this 
fide the grave, they would then be 
angels, indeed, before their time. Sec 
Chapter XIIL 
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cijAP. xxvm. 

NOVELS. 

UT read I muft, at any rate, and 
having, in the laft Chapter, taken 

leave 



i 20g ] 

kay^.of Jearning, I £edk in books ibr 
aamfement, only. I imagined, there- 
foTA^tixst Novels might fully anfwer 
this purpo£e, as fancy i« here free ta 
iadi^|^its.wantonnefs,uBreift rained by 
tkp prudery qr pedantry of iichools, and 
upfetjtfsredJby the methodifinof fyftem*^ 

In this fpsqies o£>^t^^, one might 
f^^ to ms^ with the world, either 
as it is, or elie as it ihgiold be. Here 
charadiers might be affemblaged, ia 
order to be contrafted, or compared.. 
A&ion is uncontrolled, becaufe the- 
wxker i& mafiejc of his own incidents* 
juad events. Here paffions may be ire- 
fined, pointed to their proper objeftsy. 
and produce their warrantable, or ad»^ 
monitory cSc&s^ 

For 
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For in paflion are fown the feeds of 
all our virtues ; which bear fruit ac- 
cording to their culture. Ambition 
may be reftrained to emulation, ava- 
rice rendered oeconomy, extravagance 
exercifed in benevolence, and courage 
exerted in the vindication of our ho- 
nour, or the defence of our country, 
only. They are but bad phildfophers 
who miftake fierccnefs for fpirit, and 
infepfibility for bravery. 

But I have been generally moft mi- 
ferably difappointed, in all thefe hope- 
ful expedations. Thefe writings have 
little of charadter, and lefe of moral, 
among them. Amour is the only fub- 
jed of all our Novelifts. I wilh it 
was fomewhat more refined, than we 

ufually 
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ufualljr find it to be, for the fake of 
my fair readers, at leaft. 

But the love we moftly meet with, 
in fuch Circulating Library books ^ is de-, 
void oStaJJion \ has more oi fenfatiorij 
t\i?Lnfentiment^ in it. More d^Jirey thzn 
wijh • Were bi u tes bu t fuddenly gifted 
with fpeech and reafon, they would ex- 
prefs their injiind^ in the very ftile of 
modern Novelifts. 

Not that I would not permit a proper 
fcopc to paffion. I am fond of it, on 
this fide vice. I am far from recom- 
mending a ftoical apathy, to mankind. 
I kiiow fome, called good characters, of 
this fort, that I dcteft. Which have all 
the virtues of fhilofofhy^ in them, but 

want 
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^ant thofe of nature. Whfcre' the' mfe* 
Tits keep their proud throne in the 
mind^ without ever finking into the 
heart. Maiiiterion was onef of thefe 
riady cut and dry faints. " One whofe 
•** blood was vtrf fnow-brotbJ^ SticK 
lieHTons may be faid, in the Univerfity 
f^rafe, to be nvell read in bumanity \ and 
i!an difcourfe of the feelings of the 
hcfart', with the fame jQdII and coolnefi, 
as a Fencing-mafter does ofpaffes. 

In my opinion, Tom Jones, and 
Charles Carewe *, are worth a dozen 
Sir Charles Grandifons ; , and I have 
always preferred Lady Townley, to 
lady Grace. The latter, perhaps, 

•~Thc Triumviraee. 

might 

4 
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tnight not have erred ; but if Ihe had, 
would probalilf never have retelaimed. 
There arc feme fort of people who are 
not to httrujied with frailties. 

Such virtuofos in morals' m^ be 
compared to a tilled foil^ in a coldolir 
mate, where the fruits fown never 
ripen ; prefentingjou with the JpecieSy 
only, but without t]icjj[>eci^csy of their 
feveral kinds. TBe outboard and vijible 
Ji^y but not the inward and Spiritual 
Gracey of vittMtfi. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXIX. 
CHAPTERS. 

WELL then, after all, I cannot 
help thinking this to be the 
beft mannerof writing, that ever could 
be dcvifcd. There is no fubjeft, what- 
foever, which may not be fully and 
fufficiently difcuffed, in the compafs 
of any one of thefe IJeftions ; for no 
writer was ever long, but for want of • 
genius, or of time, to be fhort : 

Dum ex parvo nobis tantumdem haurire 

relinquas. 
Cur tua plus laudes cumeris granaria 

noflris ? 

Writing was formerly a Science^ but 
it is at prcfent become an art. One 

would 
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would fancy that authors were turned 
Bookfelkrs, of late, whofc intereft it 
was to puWilh by the bulk. Of old, 
the author made the bookfcller ; but 
now, as Shaftefbury fays, the bcokfcller 
mUkes the Author. 

The principles of all knowledge, 
are but few. In polity, falus fopuliy 
&c. that the general goodof the whole, 
is to be preferred, before the partial 
advantage of any part. In philofophy, 
the chain of caufes and eflfefts. In 
ethics, to do as you would be done by. 
In natural religion, that we did not, for 
we could not, make ourfelves, or one 
an other; and confequently, that we owe 
our love, our duty, our gratitude, and 
our adoration, to fomc fuperiorand in- 
. VoL.L O vifiblc 
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trifiUe Powen In revealed x'feKgioiH 
chriftian love. The bcft way of fcrvmg 
God, is to fetve mankind. My opinion 
is, that the Creator made u&, not for 
himfelf, but for one another. This 
feems to be the meaning of otir Saviour^ 
when he declares, *' Verily, I fay unto 
** you, love one another, for oh this 
^ hang all the lawy and the Prophets.*^ 

Thefe are all the poftulatums of thofe 
fciences ; and fo of the reft* And does 
it require fo many feparate volumes, to 
prove each of th.elkfelf-evidentfrofofi'- 
//^luf C^cquid praedpies, efto brevis, 
&ys Horace. Books but impede ICnow* 
kdge, and retard icience ; and were we 
but to fubftraft the profits of the 
Student, from thoie of the Bibliopolift, 
7 one 
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one would be amazed, and mortified 
both, to find how little is gained, on 
one part, in comparifon of what is ol)- 
tained on the other. 

Bayk (ays of Malebranche, that " he 
"^^ ffaidied only to enlighten his mind^ 
" and not to fiirnifli his memory ; fo 
*« that he had read but little, thoughhe 
*' knew a gixat deal. He neglecled 
^« every thing that was a point of m^'e 
^' erudition ; and an infect pleafed hifn 
^^ much more than all the Greek and 
^« Roman Hiftor)-. He defpifed .like- 
^« wife that kind of philofophy, which 
^' coniifted only in knowing the opi- 
^' nions of different philofophcrs j^ncc 
*' a man may know the hiftory of other 
•^' men's thoughts, without ever think- 
-*« ing himfelf.'* 

2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THOUGHTS ON VARIOQS 
SUBJECTS. 

AND now, whilfe I am in the hu- 
mour of analizing the fciences 
into their firft principles, Ilhallfupply 
you with a chapter of Ihort heads, or 
texts without fermons, which your li- 
terary fpidcrs, above mentioned, would 
cobweb whole libraries with; -and 
which may ferve as themes, or exerci- 
tations, for the unSfartan dccl3xm,tions 
of modern Univerfities. 

I. The juftice of Providence ob- 
liges to fupply all its creatures, with 
the necejfaries of lifej 'tis its favour 

only. 
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only, that zdidisfuperfluities to them. 
And the beft way of in titling our- 
felves to fuch indulgencies, is by not 
claffing them with the foniier, either 
by repining at the want, or rioting in 
the enjoyment, of them. 

2. People's fortunes and charafters 
in the world, depend principally on the 
ways of life their friends may chufe for 
them. Thofe trades, arts, or profef- 
fions, which fuit our genius, talents, or 
inclinations beft, become therefore, 
from their fuccefs, the moft honourable, 
and moft profitable. T^o follow nature 
was the advice of an oracle, upon this 
queftion. But parents often facrifice 
the advantage of their children, to 
their own vanity. Many men ftarve, 
O 3 at 
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at prefent, as LaAvycrs, and Phyficiansy 
who might hayc thriven, as Apothe- 
caries and Attornxes* 

3. There is a vaft difference, be- 
iwttnfelf'lovej and loveoffelf. The 
firft is vanity, orfelfjhnefsj fo called, in 
a mean lenfe of the exprcffion. The 
latter, that natural inftin A implanted in 
all creatures, n^mcd felf-pre/ervation. 
A perfon, though under the ftrongeft 
fenfe of this latter, may yet be capable 
of fetting it at nought, for the fake of 
love, or friendfliip, virtue or honour. 
But thofe who are under the dominion 
of the former, are rendered abfolutely 
incapable of any one manly, generous, 
or difmterefted idea or action* 

4. Parfons 
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4» Parfons preach in vain, if edu^ 
cation has not formed us, firft. We 
need philofophers,more thanmoraliils, 
to govern our lives. 'Tis natiu'e alone 
that is a match for nature ; and paffion 
muft be combated by paffion. *Tis 
fhame, 'tis love, or fear, t)iat keeps 
women chafte, or faithful. 'Tis pride, 
intereft, indignation, or ambition, 
which renders men refolute or brave. 
&c. 

5. Habit is the ftrongeft governing 
principle of our aftions. No thcoiy is 
equal to praftice. An ador who has 
beenufed to perform the part of dyin^ 
heroes, on the Stage, will expire himfelf 
with more dignity, than the braveft 
man in common life. Mrs. 01dfield> 
in her laft moments, ordered her maid 
O 4 to 
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to paint her face, that flie might not 
fhockthe fpeftators. Cuftom is a great 
things fays fomebody. I fay 'tis every 
thing. 

6. Of all the wonderful things that 
ever was reported by hiftory, the moft 
unaccountable one to me, is, that there 
fliould ever have been a bad king. 

7. There is no treafury, for a prince, 
but in the hearts of his people. There 
only neither rujl nor moth do corrupt^ 
nor can thieves break through andJteaU 

8. He who gives, relieves, and he 
that forgives, relcafes, himfelf. 

9. The Science of Aftronomy 
fliould be much cultivated, in religion. 

In 
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in this fublunary world, we mzy be 
perplexed with doubts, with regard to 
the imperfedtion of things, the per- 
miffion of natural and moral evil, &c. 
But the order of the Heavens, the har- 
mony of the Spheres, is fo perfeftly free 
from all objeftion, that even Alphbnfo* 
could not have mended it. " The 
*' Heavens declare the glory of God, 
" and the firmament fheweth his 
*' handy-work." 

10. 'Tis as much as veradty re- 
quires not to impute more virtues to 



* A king of Caftile, who upo^n confidering 
the Ptolemaic Syftem of the Plam^ts, faid that 
had he been of God*s Council, he would hive 
helped him to contrive a better. 

our&lves 
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oiurfclves than we are really pafleffed 
of) without obliging us to confefs our 
faults. This is no naore than the ad« 
drels of Apelles, who after Philip had 
loft an eye, drew his portrait, ^n profile. 

11. Condefcenfion adds a degree of 
elevation to the higheft ranks of life. 
Dancers fink, before they take their 
fpring* 

12. The changes and chances of 
life, are fo common and various, that 
they may equally inftruft the timid and 
the prefumptuous, neither to depend, 
nor defpond. 

13. What a wretched ftate is the 
happy man placed in! having nothing 

more 
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more to hope for, and every thing to 
fear! 

14. In the afHidions of others^ 
however incurred, the human mind 
has always fbmething to lament — 
either their fufferings, or their having 
deferved them. 

15. I love God, not fo much for 
the good he does me, as for the will 
that inclines him to it. Love and gra* 
titude are diftind affeftions. I honour 
the noble Roman, Pafllenus, for faying 
that he preferred the fiiendfhip of Au- 
guftus, to his liberality. 

16. The name of God ihould ever 
be written or pronounced, fimply, 

without 
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without the addition of any manner of 
epithet or charafter, at all. Every 
perfeftion and attributeisalreadycom- 
prehended in the idea of that name, 
and the repeating any of them i^ 
weakening it, by implying the want. 

I am not fure now, whether this 
thought is my own, or only recolle<fted 
from Mr. Boyle, in his Seraphic love. 
If I thought it was of the leaft confe- 
quence to the reader, to know which, 
I would fearch through all his works 
to fatisfy him. 

17. Good oiEces, in the prefent 
world, are mules, and never generate 
their kind, 

18. Re- 



1 8. Reprefentatives are but the pro^ 
twuns of the people, their capacity 
merely relative^ and they can therefore 
certainly never claim any manner of 
right to challenge to themfelves any 
diftinft confideration of their own. 
To do fo is committing falfe grammar 
in polity. 

19. That equal kind of fociety, 
in which the fexes live together, in 
Europe, fpoils them both. It renders 
tie men effeminate, and the women 
mafculine. All bodies lofe as much of 
their own force, as they communicate 
to others. The Eaftem manner feems 
to be more according to the defign 
of nature, and the diftinftion of the 
fexes. 

20. Rea- 



20. Reafon is like polHhed fieel— 
h fliouid be kept bright by iife ; if 
fuffered to lie idle, it will ruft fooncr 
than bafer metals. 

2i« Reading is the food, converia^ 
tion the exercife, and contemplation 
the phyfic, of the mind. 

22. Of all the weakneffes of man- 
kind, there is none that appears to me 
fo abfurd, as that of Jinking our age, 
jas the phrafe is. If time could be im- 
j)ofed upon, by fuch a mifcalculation, 
it might admit of fome excufe. It 
would be better oeconomy, methinks, 
to aft the good houfewife's part, in this 
fcCafe, who fets the clock forward, in 
'^order to ixave the bufinefs of the day 

perfoi'med 
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performed with inorediQ)atch. And 
fliould there happen to be an hour or 
(Oy upon the whole, to ^pare,it would 
be better, furely, to have it rather to 
refiy tha;n to kit^. 

23. In all the deferts where water 
and provender are fcarce. Providence 
has fupplied an animal of a peculiar 
fpecies, the Camel, for the fervice of 
man. This creature, though large and 
ftrong, for the purpofe of carrying bur- 
thens, can be fuftained upon lefs food, 
than a Manks horfe, and canfubfift,for 
three or four days, without water. 
Is this chance, or defign ? 

24. Thereisnoinftanceofheroifiu, 
recorded in antient ftory, that appears 

to 
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to me more noble, than the applaufe 
given by -^chines, to the oration of 
Demofthenes, by which himfelf was ba- 
niihed ; except the generofity of De- 
mofthenes may feem to rival it, who 
comforted and fupported him in his 
exile, who had been his bitter adver- 
iary and profecutor. 

But hereiEfchines rifes again, by de- 
claring that what he moft regretted, in 
his fentence, was the being obliged to 
quit a country, where he had met with 
more generofity, in an enemy, than he 
could elfewhere hope for, in a friend. 

[There was fomething very great 
and glorious, in the death of De- 
mofthenes, as reported by Lucian,] 

25. No 
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' 25- No mufic can be faid to anfwcr- 
cither the natural or rational end of the 
fcience, that is not expreffive of fomc 
aftion or paflion. Of all the medifures 
of melody, the minuet time is the moft 
pleafing, becaufe it fuggefts the idea of 
a graceful aftion. The harmony which 
lyitipathizes with fentiment or paflion, 
muft be higher ftill. 

The moft grateful fenfation to the 
foul, is the exercifing the mind, with- 
out fatiguing it. Modern mufic, like 
rope-dancing, more furprizes than 
pleafes, and waftes the fpirits too 
much. 

26. In all deliberations about pur- 

pofes, fuppofe the aft already done. 

Vol. I. P and 
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and then reafoa vpon it. Not tiiat 
every thing may be donCt irfcich ire 
might not repent of^ but nuny dungi 
m^ht be prevented or avoided, by 
fuch a previous refieAion. 

27. Let reafon and virtue be the 
confkant rules of your actions. This 
is eafily faid, you will fay. Yes^ and 
as eafily done, too, fay I — as far as I 
expcft it ihouid — which is only in all 
matters indifferent, by way of making 
a beginning. You will certainly find 
your account in it, at laft. 

For though ftrong paffions may fre- 
quently warp you from the ftrait path, 
th^ fpring may ftill prcferve its claf- 
ticity by an uniformity of habit, where 

thefe 
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tktA rebd9 4o not iattrfbe. So dtac 
ufQO f yf ly tfit) the mo^ wiU aoquue 

greater ftrength, and conieqoe^y tb| 
temptation will, upon every ftrugglc, 
lo& fonftewbat of m force 

t8. SyUa vas the moft eztraor- 
duutfjr pcrfoti ever recorded in hiAoty* 
He Wild ]^ave, and cruel^ at the fame 

ti99€ s the latter in the highefl degree i 
nQt with rage, but t^ utm<^ temper 
and philofophy. H^ overturned the 
commonwealth, became its tyrant, and 
reftored it to Ubetty again. 

His daing afterwards to walk about 

the ftreeis of Rome, a private citizei^ 

is accounted fbr upon a iuppofition of 

hia ;haviiig.de{lroyed all his enemies 

P 2 firft— 



[ 228 J 

firfl>*-but this was impojBBbIc, wKife 
there was one man left alive on the face 
of the earth. 

My notion . of the matter is this. 
He lived in continual fear of his life, 
from the refentment and confpiracy of 
mankind againft his cruelty and uliir- 
p^tion. He judged well, then, df 
human nature, in fuch a fituation, that 
the only way to difarm it, was to put 
the fword into its hand. 

-29. There are fuch infibecilities ih 
human nature, as being tired of con- 
fa-ring benefits, and weary of receiving 
them. This often, in the dearejflt con- 
fiedions of life, as love, friendlhip, or 

patronage. 
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patrpinage, may make one party appe^ 
inconftapt, and ^he other yngrateful. 

3Q. Expedation is a more certain 
pjeafore, than pofleffion. We enjpy 
the objedt of qur hope, in idea, but aot 
always in faft. The Ipring is, there- 
fore, a pleafanter feafon than fummer. 
The firft whets the appetite by pro- 
p^ifesj ^the latter dulls it by perform- 
ance. 

The above thirty articles^ which I 
could have extended to thirty-nine^ if 1 
|iad pleafed, might, under the oeconomy 
pf the bibliopoUfi authors before hinted 
at, make as many Volumes, at leaft. 
I do therefore, hereby give notice, that 
I fliall henceforth watch the Prefs, with 

P 3 ^^ 
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tfi tite huttgry fcAicitude of a Rtbltwer,, 
and if I fihd ahjr pinttical adriifttagc 
taken of diefc notes, in any future 
publication, I fliall vindicate my pro- 
pfcffy, iccofding to law— Jf Ma^M 
Charts mj fahjift fi /wjj;. 
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C HAP. XXXL 

OBSERVATIONS AND REFLEO 
TIONS, VARIORUM. 

BU T if die reader would rather 
chufe to amufe himlelf with no^ 
tions and remafks from ibme better 
authority than mine, he is welcome to 
the following ones ; though, as I quote 
only from memory, I cannot in every 
place refer him to the t^tl^Qri of thenu 

I. Gilblas fays, that when a perfon of 
Famify does any thing difhonouraUe, 
or mean, he refleds a retro-affiv0 ignof? 
pfinf upon all his anceftors. 

F 4 2, Amoiig 
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2. Among the fcveral models of Go- 
vernment, propofed by Harrington, in 
his political trads, this is. one. 

1. That there be a king, without 
guards. 

2. That the word or command of 
this fovereign, be the law of the 
land. 

5. That he ftirring out of his 
-palace, it may be lawful for any 
man to flay him. 

. 3. Bacon fays there are three reafops, 
for jnen'3 marrying — to have miftrefles, 
in youth, friends, in middle life, and 
nurfcs, in ficknefs, or age. 

^ 4. H« 
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4. He who docs ixklli creates hitnfclf 
cfiemies; but he diat does hetPer^ 
dcftroys them. A Spanifli proverb. 

5. An iild friend is a nem thing. 
An Italian one ; as nlay be known by* 
the concetto of the expreffion. 

6. . Difcretion is to the mind) what 
decency is to the body. An excels of 
frankne(s is as grofs as nakednefs. 

. 7. Montefquieu fays diat Charles the 
Twelfth was not an Alexander ; but 
would have made one of his bed 
Generals. 

8. The fame author diftinguiihes ; 
l^twcen Luther and Calvin— that John 

h«i 
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had framed his reUgidn^ from what 
Chrift had faid» ind Martin from urim 
the Apoftks had pradifed^ 

9* Speaking alfi> ti etpenfive . fu<- 
nerab, he fajrs^ that ^^ nothing fureljr 
^^ can be more ridicuknis, than to (hew 
*' the difference of rank or fortune, 
^ in a circumftahce which places alji 
*♦ mcft on a level** 

Some one elfe caUs it an honour paid 
fi the dead^ from the pride of the UvHig, 
Si Aon fubfidia mortuorum, tamen fo* 
Ukm funt viventium< Say& St. Ai;rf&r« 

lo. Plato fays, *** it is equal blaf- 
*• phemy to deny the gods, or not to 
*• admit then- interfering with what h 

ft dpne 
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^ ddM below, dt t6 iiiMighM diftt fih 
•^ ean be cofftmutcd by fiu:rifil?e.** Hcite 
h the whole phildbt)hy (si the Chiiftian 
fdigion, e*i!*riflfed by ft Ptgto. 

il» LskHruyert fkysi that ^ priaoo^ 
** or perfons othcrwife happy in dl cir- 
** cumftances of life, have a certain fu- 
*• pdtfkikf cfjCfy m f heif itiilkls, Mrhich 
^^ inclines them tt> bugh at a dwarf, a 
^ monkeyy n focd^ or toy fiUy ftory. 
<* Thofe who are lefl hftp|iy, fmile with 
•* more diftinftion." 

Ym e&nMt im&giM what m hxaa$M 
fatisfdftkkv I hav^ feed ved^ &om this ob- 
fenrfttfoni Ddkesi Du€ch#fles| 6cC. iheti, 
fkld ( 1^ myfelf) imy noi b( n^oiratty 
i^ik^ great hol^ as they too often 

- appear 
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appear to be. This may perhaps be 
owing iodrely to the misfortune o£ thetr 
rank, and affluence; and it is a great 
pitjr that they do notafbenerrecdvethe 
great benefit of adverfity, toafibrddiein 
.opportunities of ihewii^ dieir w}fi|oin, 
a little moie. 

la. Moa deuil me plait, ^ dint tou- 
jours me plaire^- • • 
n me dent lieu de cdui que jc 
pleurs! 

There is fomethmg charmingly melan- 
choly and tender, in this lentiment, 
and expreflion. May not one venture 
to fay, of this true Mourner, that be 
was a man of forrow^ and acqtumted 
fvitb grief. For as is iaid of madne(s, 

thcr^ 
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there is a pleafute in Jt, that -h ot&y 
known to the wretched. Axlmirable 
and adorable Providehcert ' 

13. Among die religious tenets of 
the Bramins, in^titude is deemed the 
higheft fin of immorality. Thefe re- 
fined philolbphers add confcience, too, 
as a Sixth Senle. 

14. The Koran divides religion into 
fiye.parts ; only one of which is allotted 
to faith. The other four refer t© 
pradtice. 

15. The Mahometans never emaf- 
culate any animal whatfoever, but man ; 
accoum'mg it an ad of cruelty apd in-^ 

juflice. 
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1 6. Wc are all miftaken in ©ur opi- 
nions about the Dromcdaiy. 'Tis the 
fwiftcft animal of the Creadon. So 
that aU the old fimiles alluding to that 
creature, are thrown away. 

17. To a mind well tutored and 
praftifed in philofophy, the waves of 
adverfity are but fpume, which only 
fpit in our faces, without overwhelm- 
ing us. 

18. Virtue would tire, before fhc 
got to her journey's end, if vanity did 
not give her a lift, now and then. 

19. S^pie 
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19, Some bodylay$, reryjuftly, that 
of all the objeds oi fenfe, mufic is the 
Icaft fenfual. I compare it to love, as 
being a mixture of fenfe and inteiledt. 

20. Were dl books reduced to their 
quinteflence, many a bulky author 
would m^e his appear^ice in a penny 
paper — there would be fcarce any fuch 
thing in nature, as a Folio : the works 
of an age would be contained on a &w 
(helves ; not to mention millions of 
volumes that would be utterly anni- 
hilated. 

I tliink that the above refledkm of 
Mr. Addifixi's, is a Tpmpcr pariigrtph 
to conclude diefe two Chapters of ihort 
heads with, referring aUb to the one 
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before It. I fhall therefbue take my 
leave of fuch* fubjeft!!, for the ptefent, 
and proceed to 



CHAP. XXXIL 
EPITAPH ON HUMAN LIFE. 

EHEU ! fugacesjPbftume, Poftumc, 
Labuntur anni ! ■ - • '• i Hor. 

Be early wife, left prudence come too late f 
Think how To-morronju fteals from us To-day ^ 
And leaves the fpend-thrift further in arrear. 
To purpofes unfiniihed ! 'till old Time, 
Who lends on ufury, calls in the accoimt> 
And takes the body for its debt unpaid, 
J*orecloiing life in the infolvent tdmb ! 

This 
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This is, indeed, a ferious and a fad 
fubjeft for reflection! not the lofs of 
/(/>, but of time^ I mean. Which that 
, we may all of us maturely confider, I 
Ihall take the liberty of concluding my 
exhortation with the emiphatical words 
of St. Paul. 

" I charge thee, therefore, before 
" God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift,.who 
*' fhall judge the Quick and the Dead, 
*^ at his appearing, and his kingdom." 
Second of timothy ^ Cbaf*'IV. i:erfe u 



VoL.r. O CHAP. 



C ^42 3 

CHAP- xxxm. 

A VOLUNTARY, 

AFTERa Sennon generally follows 
a Voluntary on the Organ ; for 
fear, I fuppofe, that the difcourie might 
make too great an imprefiion on the 
congregation. 

^* Light quirks of mufic, broken and 

" uneven, 
^' Make the foul dance upon a jig to 

" ileaven." Pope, 

I Ihall therefore prefent you here 
with, an extempore piece of mufic I 
compofed,thismorning,juft after Ihad 
Iniihed the laft Chapter, in order to 

make 
7 



ma^e the moji of my ttme^ accordlhg ta 
the moFal there tinted ; for tie fpcnd- 
ing.part of it, chearfiilly, ^th tafte 
and inJWDceace, I look upon to be one 
of the ways that faU within the moral 
of the precept there given^ 



9.^ 



The end of VOL. I. 



f 



"^ 



